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Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and
First Lady Phefelia Nez congratulate Biden-Harris

PHOTO: Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez meeting with U.S. President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect
Kamala Harris in Phoenix, Ariz. on Oct. 8, 2020.

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. – Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and First Lady Phefelia Nez
congratulate United States President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris for
being elected to serve in the White House, according to projections issued on Saturday.
“The people have spoken and change is coming to America. Now that the hard-fought campaign
and election have passed, we have to come together, heal, and unite to move tribal nations and
the country forward on a positive path. The First Americans of this country, including a large

majority of Navajo voters, had a major impact in the outcome of the presidential election in
several swing states – that needs to be recognized and acknowledged by all. Both campaigns
fought hard for Native American votes, particularly Navajo votes, and that’s truly a reflection of
the growing influence and power of tribal nations across the country. In October, I had the
opportunity to meet face-to-face with Biden and Harris to talk about the ‘Biden-Harris Plan for
Tribal Nations’ and we were assured that tribal nations would always have a seat at the table. The
Navajo Nation now looks forward to working together with the Biden-Harris Administration to put
that plan into action,” said President Nez.
During the meeting in October
with Biden and Harris, President Nez
highlighted the need for federal
partners to work with the Navajo Nation
to move forward with infrastructure
development projects to provide clean
water, electricity, broadband, and roads
for more Navajo people. Among other
priorities, he also spoke about the need
to improve the health care system for
tribes to improve health disparities,
supporting economic development,
PHOTO: (left to right) Navajo Nation First Lady Phefelia Nez,
educational priorities, remediating
former U.S. Second Lady Dr. Jill Biden, and Navajo Nation
President Jonathan Nez in Tuba City, Ariz. on May 22, 2019.
uranium mining sites, water rights
settlements, solid waste management, and improving public safety.
“It’s a historic day for our entire country and the Navajo Nation. In the past several years, we have
built a strong partnership and friendship with our next First Lady of the United States, Dr. Jill
Biden, who helped bring the very first cancer treatment center to the Navajo Nation. I am
incredibly pleased to see that the Biden-Harris team will soon be in the White House and I am
looking forward to working with their administration and Dr. Jill Biden,” said First Lady Nez.
The Biden-Harris Plan for Tribal Nations states, “Joe Biden and Kamala Harris are committed to
upholding the U.S.’s trust responsibility to tribal nations, strengthening the Nation-to-Nation
relationship between the United States and Indian tribes, and working to empower tribal nations
to govern their own communities and make their own decisions.”
The plan states that the Biden-Harris Administration will reinstate the annual White House Tribal
Nations Conference, appoint Native Americans to high-level government positions, appoint judges
who understand federal Indian law, ensure fulfillment of federal trust and treaty obligations,
promote meaningful tribal consultation, defend the Indian Child Welfare Act, and strengthen selfgovernance. To view the Biden-Harris Plan for Tribal Nations, please visit:
https://joebiden.com/tribalnations/.
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For the latest news from the Office of the President and Vice President,
please visit http://www.opvp.navajo-nsn.gov/ or find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

