
       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 12, 2020 
 
Nez-Lizer approve resolutions canceling fairs, opposing Family Dollar liquor 
license applications, allocating Navajo-Hopi legal services funds, and more 

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. — On Sunday, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President 
Myron Lizer approved four separate resolutions that were previously voted on and approved by 
the 24th Navajo Nation Council during a special session held on July 1, 2020. 

The four resolutions approved include: 

• CJY-54-20: Cancelling the Navajo Nation Fair, the Fourth of July celebration, the Northern 
Navajo Nation Fair, and all the other fairs, rodeos and roping events held on the Navajo 
Nation during 2020. 

• CJY-55-20: Opposing liquor license application filed by Family Dollar Store in the community 
of St. Michaels, Ariz. located within the territorial jurisdiction of the Navajo Nation. 

• CJY-51-20: Approving supplemental funding from the Unreserved, Undesignated Fund 
Balance in the amount of $55,530 for the Navajo-Hopi Legal Services Program to fund the 
shortfall of two professional staff positions through the end of FY2020. 

• CJY-52-20: Establishing the Navajo Nation COVID-19 Response Donation Fund to house 
financial donations made to the Navajo Nation to assist in the fight against COVID-19 on the 
Navajo Nation; Waiving Navajo Nation Code set-aside provisions. 

In their message regarding the cancellation of all fairs, rodeos, and roping events, President Nez 
and Vice President Lizer highlighted the progress that the Navajo Nation has made in flattening 
the curve when it comes to COVID-19 cases, which they attribute to the proactive measures that 
have been taken including requiring masks to worn, implementing weekend lockdowns and daily 
curfew, prohibiting large gatherings, and issuing a stay-at-home order.  

“We must continue to listen to our health care experts and do everything we can to keep our 
Navajo people healthy. Cancelling local events on the Navajo Nation will help reduce the spread 
of this deadly virus. The surrounding states are also cancelling large events, such as New Mexico 
cancelling the annual Balloon Fiesta, and the Executive Branch took the initiative to cancel our 



Fourth of July celebration. The message in CJY-54-20 will go out to all Navajo citizens that not only 
are large events cancelled but also smaller rodeo and roping events,” stated President Nez. 

On Sunday, the state of New Mexico reported 262 new COVID-19 cases bringing their total to 
15,028. In Arizona, officials reported 2,237 new cases since Saturday, which brings the state’s 
overall total to 122,467 positive cases. In comparison, the Navajo Nation reported 45 new cases 
COVID-19 cases on Sunday. 

Under Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-003 and No. 2020-004, Navajo Nation residents 
must avoid crowds, limit gatherings to household members, and restrict their travel. The Public 
Health Emergency Orders work with CJY-54-20 to also restrict local pow wows, fundraising bingo 
games, roadside sales, and other small gatherings. 

On June 23, President Nez and Vice President Lizer issued a letter to the Arizona State Liquor 
Board and the Apache County Board of Supervisors strongly opposing Family Dollar’s notice of 
application to sell alcohol in their store located on fee land in the community of St. Michaels, Ariz. 
In April, they also wrote to the Coconino County Board of Supervisors requesting their support to 
oppose another application for liquor license by the Family Dollar store located in Tuba City, Ariz. 

“Resolution CJY-55-20 reaffirms the position that we have already taken to say that the selling of 
alcohol in these communities poses a direct threat to the health and well-being of thousands of 
our Navajo people. Consumption of alcohol has contributed to increased incidence of domestic 
violence and other criminal activity, motor vehicle fatalities, and deaths caused by exposure to 
extreme weather conditions. We cannot stand by and allow this liquor license application to go 
unchallenged. We sincerely appreciate the Navajo Nation Council’s position on opposing the 
liquor license application by Family Dollar,” stated President Nez and Vice President Lizer. 

The leaders strongly encourage individuals who reside within a one-mile radius of the Family 
Dollar store in St. Michaels to file a “Protest if Liquor License Application,” which can be found 
online at https://azliquor.gov/assets/documents/board/FY2019/ProtestInstructions.pdf. 

In approving $55,530 for the Navajo-Hopi Legal Services Program, President Nez and Vice 
President Lizer stated that the funds will help to continue providing legal help to those who are 
fighting their way through the complicated relocation benefit process.  

“Previously, we supported the appropriation to the Navajo Department of Justice’s Water Rights 
Unit and believe we must support our continuing fight to protect our sovereignty and legal 
services for our People. Our Administration continues to work toward revitalizing the lands known 
as the Former Bennett Freeze Area and put in place the Navajo Thaw Project. Through the Navajo 
Thaw Project, we work with the area chapters on project development,” they wrote. 

With the establishment of the Navajo Nation COVID-19 Response Donation Fund through CJY-52-
20, President Nez and Vice President Lizer stated that it will add another important layer of 
service for the Navajo people during the COVID-19 pandemic. 



“With initial donations coming from our Navajo Nation Enterprises the response from across the 
country and world-wide has been a blessing. We appreciate the individuals, religious groups, 
businesses, and organizations who have made generous donations to our Navajo People. The 
Donation Section will continue to receive donations and will work with the Department of 
Emergency Management in distribution. The previous donations of food items, bottled water, 
masks, and hand sanitizer have been distributed across the Navajo Nation,” they stated. 

President Nez and Vice President Lizer thank the 24th Navajo Nation Council for their 
consideration and support of the resolutions. 

# # # 

For the latest news from the Office of the President and Vice President,  
please visit http://www.opvp.navajo-nsn.gov/ or find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  
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