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Nez-Lizer Administration announces purchase of sand and gravel pit  

PHOTO: (left to right) Navajo veteran Buddy Scott, Division of Natural Resources Executive Director Dr. Rudy Shebala, 

Arizona State Rep. Arlando Teller (D-Dist. 7), Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez, Paul Babbit, Navajo Nation Vice 

President Myron Lizer, Division of Transportation Executive Director Garret Silversmith, and Indian Wells Chapter 
President Benson Stewart at the signing ceremony in Indian Wells, Ariz. on Jan. 20, 2020.  

INDIAN WELLS, Ariz. – On Monday, the Nez-Lizer Administration took a major step forward in the 

efforts to improve roads, as Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer 

signed the purchase agreement for the Navajo Nation’s acquisition of 1,250 acres of land near 

Indian Wells, which also includes the fully-operational Brimhall Sand and Rock gravel pit.  

President Nez and Vice President Lizer were joined by Indian Wells Chapter President Benson 

Stewart, Community Services Coordinator Rene Chase Begay, Secretary/Treasurer Nora John, 

Grazing Committee member Jennifer Ruskin, Arizona State Rep. Arlando Teller (D-Dist. 7), Division 



of Transportation Executive Director Garret Silversmith, Division of Natural Resources Executive 

Director Dr. Rudy Shebala, and Navajo-Hopi Land Commission Office Executive Director Robert K. 

Black as they signed the purchase agreement with land owner Paul Babbit, during a signing 

ceremony held at Indian Wells Chapter, located in the southwest portion of the Navajo Nation.  

“With this purchase, the Navajo Nation is in the driver seat to produce sand and gravel resources 

that can be used for road improvement projects in our communities at a lesser cost than having 

road materials transported into the Navajo Nation from outside companies,” said President Nez, 

who also stated that it currently costs the Nation $2 to $3 million to pave one-mile of road due to 

the high costs of transporting road materials from companies located off the Navajo Nation.  

“Another priority for our administration is the consolidation of lands. In this case, we had a huge 

portion of private land in the middle of Navajo land and now it will be returned to our Navajo 

people to provide benefits for our communities – it’s another step toward self-sufficiency and 

self-determination,” added President Nez.  

Through the combined efforts of the 

Navajo Land Department, Division of 

Transportation, Division of Natural 

Resources, Department of Justice, and 

the Office of the President and Vice 

President, the Navajo Nation was able 

to come to terms with the land 

owners represented by Paul Babbit 

and others. The former lease between 

Babbit and Brimhall Sand and Rock, 

will now become a lease between the 

Navajo Nation and Brimhall Sand 

and Rock to continue operations.  

“Roads are the backbone of our 

communities and the key to building local economies. We have schools, businesses, and elders 

that rely on their community roads every day. This is a major step in the right direction for our 

Nation,” said Vice President Lizer.  

The Navajo Nation’s Land Acquisition Fund provided the funding for the acquisition. Under Navajo 

law, the Division of Natural Resources executive director is authorized to finalize land purchases 

that fall below the threshold of $5 million.  

Division of Transportation Executive Director Garret Silversmith said materials from the gravel pit 

will be used for highways, dirt roads, bridges, and airports. In addition, the material produced 

from the existing quarry pit site, will be used for dams, drainage structures, building construction, 

and parking lots.  

“Navajo DOT is very pleased with the purchase of the Indian Wells property. A successful quarry 

pit currently operates on these lands and we are looking forward to continue producing material 

The Brimhall Sand and Rock gravel pit near Indian Wells, Ariz. during 

a recent visit on Dec. 26, 2019. 



that will contribute and enhance the Nation’s transportation system. This purchase is a very wise 

investment and will create many opportunities and benefits for the Nation,” said Silversmith.  

Paul Babbit, who spoke on behalf of the owners, said he has been visiting the Indian Wells 

community for over 50 years and commended the growth and development that has occurred. 

“Today, we’re celebrating real progress. You can all take great pride for the opportunities that will 

be developed for the community and surrounding areas. The sun will shine brightly over the 

Indian Wells community,” stated Babbit.  

Indian Wells Chapter officials and residents also shared their excitement and appreciation for the 

Nez-Lizer Administration’s purchase of the lands, including Indian Wells Grazing official Jennifer 

Ruskin who recalled the many times that local grandmothers would come to her residence to 

request help in transporting them home through muddy impassible roads.  

The Nez-Lizer Administration thanks the departments and divisions and Council Delegate Jamie 

Henio, chair of the Budget and Finance Committee, who worked very hard to negotiate and 

finalize the land and mine purchase, the Indian Wells Chapter and residents, Arizona Rep. Arlando 

Teller, and many others for their support.  

# # # 

For the latest news from the Office of the President and Vice President,  

please visit http://www.opvp.navajo-nsn.gov/ or find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  


