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Ganado community to receive new senior citizens and
veterans center with approval of Síhasin Fund appropriation

PHOTO: Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez, Vice President Myron Lizer, and local community members celebrate
the signing of Resolution CJY-57-20 in Ganado, Ariz. on Aug. 5, 2020.

GANADO, Ariz. — On Wednesday, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President
Myron Lizer signed into law Resolution CJY-57-20, which appropriates approximately $1.4 million
from the Navajo Nation’s Síhasin Fund for the design and construction of a new 4,800 square-foot
senior citizens and veterans center in the community of Ganado, Ariz. The ceremony was held
outdoors with social distancing and COVID-19 prevention protocols in place.

“In a time of adversity and challenges brought upon the Navajo Nation by the COVID-19
pandemic, the approval of these funds inspires renewed hope within our communities and our
Navajo people. Today, we celebrate a milestone for the community of Ganado. This new senior
citizens and veterans center will not only provide services, but it will also be a place of healing.
We were taught to take care of our parents, grandparents, and all of our elders and those are the
teachings we must pass on to our young people. I congratulate the community of Ganado for
working together to bring change for their people. This initiative took many years of hard work
and perseverance to be where we are today,” said President Nez.
Last year, President Nez and Vice President Lizer attended the Ganado community’s elder day
celebration, where they voiced their support for the construction of the new center to support
services for elders and veterans. They were joined by Division of Community Development
Executive Director Dr. Pearl Yellowman and Department of Health Executive Director Dr. Jill Jim
during Wednesday’s signing ceremony.
“We were here in Ganado several months back and we assured you then that the Nez-Lizer
Administration would do everything we can to move this project forward. This new center will be
the pride and joy of Ganado for many years to come and it will also strengthen and help to build
the economy and the community. Thank you to all of the veterans and elders who are with us
today — you make us proud to be who we are and you are what makes us a strong people. We
thank all of you for everything you have done for our Nation and our country. God bless all of
you,” said Vice President Lizer.
During the signing ceremony, local elders and veterans including Lók’aa’ Niteel Veterans
Organization Vice Commander Andrew Lynch, Isabelle Shondee, and Carolyn Holmes offered their
words of encouragement and appreciation. Long-time Ganado resident and Gold Star Mother
Carolyn Holmes, urged those in attendance to continue working together to make progress for all
Navajo communities. Holmes, a grazing permit holder who allowed for 10-acres of land to be
withdrawn within her grazing area for the project, also stated that other grazing permit holders
should not stop projects from progressing especially when they benefit entire communities and
many people.
Council Delegate Vince R. James, who represents the Ganado community as a member of the 24th
Navajo Nation Council, sponsored the legislation that was eventually approved by the Council by a
vote of 22-0 during the summer session on July 22, 2020. During the signing ceremony, he spoke
about the years of dedication it took to develop the plans and secure the funds for the project. He
also thanked the local grazing permit holders for allowing a 10-acre area of land to be designated
for the project, which is located nearly one-mile west of the Ganado Chapter house.
The former senior center operated out of a modular home for years before it was ordered to
close due to deficiencies with the structure of the facility. The new center will provide meeting
rooms and space to provide services for local elders.
“Not only does this project symbolize hope, but it exemplifies the resiliency of our Navajo people.
During a worldwide pandemic and public health emergency, we have local leaders who continue

to move our communities forward and to inspire hope for our future generations. Thank you to
the 24th Navajo Nation Council for their support and approval of the funds as well,” added
President Nez.
The funding for the project is separate from the Navajo Nation’s CARES Act funds. On July 31, the
24th Navajo Nation Council approved a CARES Act expenditure plan, which will be considered by
President Nez and Vice President Lizer once the resolution is finalized/certified by the Legislative
Branch and delivered to the Office of the President and Vice President.
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