
       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 19, 2020 

 
Nez-Lizer veto resolution that sought to cancel the Navajo Nation Council’s 

spring session citing the need for Navajo people to hear from all leaders 

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. — On Sunday, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President 
Myron Lizer vetoed Resolution CAP-27-20, which sought to cancel the Navajo Nation Council’s 
spring session less than three days before the scheduled start. In addition, the Council deemed 
the legislation to be an “emergency,” therefore the bill bypassed all Standing Committees, which 
means there was no debate and no opportunity for input from the Navajo people.  

Title II of the Navajo Nation Code requires the Navajo Nation Council to hold four regular sessions 
each year in the months of January, April, July, and October. The spring session is scheduled to 
begin on Monday at 10:00 a.m. (MDT).  

Although the resolution, passed by the Council, cites concerns over the possible spread of COVID-
19 among Navajo Nation employees and officials, President Nez and Vice President Lizer noted 
that the Council and its Standing Committees have continued to hold regular and special meetings 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, despite several Public Health Emergency Orders that have 
been issued by health care experts to mitigate the spread of the virus. They added that with 
proper Personal Protective Equipment for staff and the use of tele-conferencing, the session can 
proceed as scheduled to allow the Navajo people to hear directly from all of the Nation’s leaders, 
federal agencies, and others who are required to provide reports during the session.  

“The Navajo Nation Council, as the legislative body, is required to meet only four times a year by 
statute. It is in these sessions that the people are afforded the opportunity to hear from all of 
their leaders regarding the actions of the government that affect their daily lives. It is a time for all 
persons to hear reports from the President and Vice President, from the Speaker of the Council, 
from the Chief Justice, as heads of the three-branch government,” stated President Nez and Vice 
President Lizer in their veto message. 

The two leaders added, “It is also a time for all persons to hear select reports that have an impact 
on the lives of Navajo people; to hear from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian Health Service, the 
Navajo Nation Controller, and the Navajo Nation Department of Justice, among others.” The four 
statutory obligated Council sessions provide an opportunity for all people across the Navajo 
Nation and beyond to learn the decisions of their leaders and to take into account those 



decisions. Reports are a necessary aspect of transparency in government and cannot be muffled 
out of angst or fear. 

In the veto letter, they referenced the case of the Office of the President and Vice President, et al. 
v Navajo Nation Council, et al., SC-CV-02-10, in which the courts of the Navajo Nation stated the 
following in regards to using the emergency clause for legislation, “We have long required that 
our legislators strictly comply with Navajo Nation statutory enactment procedures. Procedural 
requirements for the enactment of Navajo Nation legislation must be strictly observed. 
Apparently, the Council routinely uses the emergency legislation exception for all manner of 
legislation that ought not to qualify as emergency legislation, which enables a by passing of the 
statutory committee(s) review and approval process. We state uncategorically that such misuse of 
the emergency legislation procedural exception is impermissible.” 

“There is no indication that the Council made any effort to establish a public record showing the 
existence of a genuine emergency threat to our Navajo Nation sovereignty. We cannot condone 
the non-compliance with Navajo law any longer or circumventing a statutory requirement that 
will leave the Navajo people with more questions on the important issues now facing the Navajo 
Nation. With this said, the use of the emergency clause with respect to any legislation deemed an 
emergency, without just cause, can be challenged by the Navajo people at any time,” they wrote. 

President Nez and Vice President Lizer concluded that the right of the people to be informed and 
the right of the people to participate in their government is so important that leaders must find 
every way possible to keep the people informed, not cower behind ill-conceived legislation as to 
cause a blackout or void of public information.  

“Our administration has been forthcoming with public information through the use of social 
media, tele-conferences, roadside billboards, radio forums, news media outlets, and much more. 
We strongly urge the 24th Navajo Nation Council to proceed with the mandated spring Council 
session, to allow a forum for our Navajo people to hear from all of their leaders, especially with 
regards to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The Navajo people have every right to hear from all 
of their leaders,” added President Nez. 

On Monday, April 20th at 12:15 p.m. (MDT), President Nez and Vice President Lizer will present 
the State of the Navajo Nation Address live on the Nez-Lizer Facebook page. The Office of the 
President and Vice President is also working with KTNN 660AM and other local radio stations to 
air the report live as well.  

# # # 

For the latest news from the Office of the President and Vice President,  
please visit http://www.opvp.navajo-nsn.gov/ or find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  
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