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President Begaye: Line Item Vetoes Executed to Protect Navajo People’s Voice

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz—With budget deficits looming, the Nava-
jo government must tighten their belts and remain fastidious with
tribal funds.

That sentiment was expressed on Sept. 27, when Navajo Nation
President Russell Begaye executed his line item veto authority in
17 areas of the comprehensive budget that was approved by the
tribal council on Sept. 8.

Before the budget was debated on the floor of the tribal council
chamber, Executive Branch divisions developed strategic plans to
guide the development of the budget for their respective programs
and departments.

Anywhere from nine to 10 months were spent on the development
of the division budgets.

“First and foremost, our administration worked tirelessly on en-
suring budgets were created and driven by strategy. The budget
submitted to council for consideration was built on strategic plan-
ning, not on pet projects, political popularity, or re-election consid-
erations,” said President Begaye.

Coming together to strategize the needs of the Navajo people is
important at this moment in the tribe’s history, said Vice President
Jonathan Nez, because the Nation faces a potential $20 million
budget deficit that was shored up this year by the Permanent Trust
Fund interest.

The one time solution to the budget shortfall will not be available
next year, when the projected deficit is predicted to be $22 million
or more, he added.

“We need to be strategic in our budgeting, more than ever before,”
said Vice President Nez. “This is the chance for restructuring and
prioritizing how we deliver services to the Navajo people.”

President Begaye said his decision to implement the line item ve-
toes stemmed from the responsibility to ensure all budget actions

are in compliance with the Appropriations Act.

“It is important to understand that the Navajo Area Agency on Ag-
ing, grazing officials and chapters received their operating budget
to deliver services. What was line item vetoed was supplemental
funding taken from a prohibited account,” he said.

The supplemental funding for the three programs was taken from
the personnel lapse fund, which was not established for that pur-
pose.

“We have to do things right. The money was taken from a fund
that was for retirees from the tribal work force. This is the (Navajo)
people’s money. We're making sure that we're doing things right,”
President Begaye said.

The three branch agreement entered into between the Executive,
Legislative and Judicial branches of government must be honored,
he added, noting that the tribal council continues to push the limits
of their authority.

“We asked the council to approve the Executive Branch budget be-
cause it was based on strategy but they funded unnecessary pro-
grams, moved things around, undermining the strategic planning
that went into development of budget for the Executive Branch,
said President Begaye. “Therefore | used the line item veto authori-
ty to protect those strategies. We can’t expect to carry out our prior-
ities effectively without a budget that compliments those priorities.”

When the tribal council attempted to usurp the presidential line item
veto authority through the legislative process, the bill failed. It was
an attempt by council to silence the people’s voice, he said.

Vice President Nez said, “President Begaye takes his line item veto
authority very seriously, in order to be fiscally responsible with the
Navajo people’s money. All appropriation decisions should come
before the president for approval, that's what the people voted for.”

Hitt
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable LoRenzo Bates, Speaker
Navajo Nation Council

FROM: f
Russell Begaye, President
THE NAVAJO NATION

DATE: September 27, 2016

SUBJECT: Resolution No. CS-49-16: RELATING TO BUDGET AND FINANCE
COMMITTEE; NAABIK'IYATI COMMITTEE, AND NAVAJO NATION
COUNCIL; FISCAL APPROPRIATION; APPROVING THE NAVAJO
NATION FISCAL YEAR 2017 COMPREHENSIVE BUDGET: AND
WAIVING 12 N.N.C. 820(1) AND CF-07-11

Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. 1005 (C)(10), action for Legislation C$-49-16 is being submined to
the Navajo Nation Council, through the Office of the Speaker within the ten (10) days
requirement. Furthermore, the Navajo Nation President has line item veto authority for budger
items within the annual Navajo Nation Comprehensive Budget or Supplemental appropriations,
which are not subject 1o override by the Navajo Nation Couneil. 2 N.N.C. 164(AN17).

After careful consideration and consultation with the Divisions. | have decided 1o
exercise my line item veto for the following:

1. Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; C(2)
51,020,000 from the Fiscal Year 2016 Personnel Savings Fund for Navajo Nation
Chapters, BU #108014 - #108123,

2. Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; C(3)
3847,707 for DNR/District Grazing Officials, BU #115002.

3. Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; C(4)
5752,401 from the Fiscal Year 2016 Personnel Savings Fund for Judicial Branch
Budgets, BU #102008, #102002, #102004, #102005, #102006, #102017, #102001,
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#102003, #102007, #102009, #102010, #102011, #102012, #102013, #102013,

#102014, #102015, #102018, and #102019.

Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; C(6)

5337,500 to the Division of Natural Resources/Resource Enforcement, BU

#115027.

Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; C(7)

5400,000 for Water Resources/TCOR, BU £#115012 for carthen dam repairs.

Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; G(2)

$341,276 for the Division of Economic Development/Northern Regional Business

Development Office, BU#1 10007,

Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiseal Year 2017 Budget; G(3)

5482,566 for the Election Administration Office, BU# 101021,

Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; H,

a. Paragraph 3, line 5 delete “have been allocated 90% of their Fiscal Year 2017
non-personnel operating funds. Upon completion of the Condition(s) of
Appropriation, the Responsible Entity will be rewarded with the reserved
10% non-personnel operating funds to its budget. If the Division,
Department or Program (“Responsible Entity™) does not improve its service
to the Navajo Nation in the time period specified or in the manner specified,
the reserved non-personnel operating funds will become unallocated funds, If
a Responsible Entity is assigned more than one Condition of Appropriation
and completes all the Conditions of Appropriation in the manner and time
specified, then the reserved 10% non-personnel operating funds will be
rewarded when the Responsible Entity completes the Condition of
Appropriation due to be completed in the latest specified quarter. If the
Responsible Entity with more than one Condition of Appropriation does not
complete its Conditions of Appropriation within the stated time period or in
the stated manner, then the reserved non-personnel operating funds will
become unallocated funds at the quarter the last Condition of Appropriation
was due to be completed

b. Paragraph 4, line 5 delete “the Controller will add the specified additional
funding to the Division, Department, or Program. However, in the event the
identified Division, Department or Program fails to complete the Condition
of Appropriation within in the time specified, the Controller will place
specified funding in unallocated funds. Should a Responsible Entity assigned
more than one Condition of Appropriation, complete all the Conditions of
Appropriation in the manner and time specified, then the reserved 10% non-
personnel operating funds will be rewarded when the Responsible Entity
completes the Condition of Appropriation due to be completed in the latest
specified quarter. Should the Responsible Entity, with more than one
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10,

[\

Condition of Appropriation, not complete its Conditions of Appropriation
within the stated time period or in the state manner, then the reserved non-
personnel operating funds will become unallocated funds at the quarter the
last Condition of Appropriation was due to be completed”,

Exhibit H, FY 2016 CONDITION OF APPROPRIATIONS, RESULT for
noncompliance with the following Conditions of Appropriations (COA):

i. No. 1 the following language: “The Responsible Entity shall receive
90% of its Operating (non-personnel) Budget for FY 2017, as
determined by the FY 2017 Comprehensive Budget, and if a
Condition of Appropriation is complied with by the stated quarter, or
if the Responsible Entity is named in multiple COAs the latest quarter
stated, the Responsible Entity shall received the remaining 10% of the
Operating (non-personnel) Budget for FY 20177,

il. No. 5 the following language, only: “and the Controller shall, without
further legislative action, immediately transfer 10% of the
Responsible  Entity's  Operating  (non-personnel) Budget to
unallocated funds pursuant to Paragraph H of the Fiscal Year 2017
Comprehensive Budget resolution”.

iii. No. 7 the following language: “If the Responsible Entity is in
compliance at the end of the stated quarter, the Controller shall,
without further legislative action, release 10% of the Operating (non-
personnel) Budget to the Responsible Entity's accounts™,

Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DIVISION OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT:

b.

BUSINESS REGULATORY OFFICE, Business Unit 110003.1103 in the
amount of $55,370.
REAL ESTATE DEPARTMENT: Business Unit 110015.1004 in the amount
of 528,600; Business Unit 110015.6520 in the amount of $139,205: and
Business Unit 110015.4200.4230 Non Cap Computer Equipment in the
amount of 519,550,

¢. SBDD - CHINLE RBDO, Business Unit 1100051104 in the amount of
§28,600.

d. SBDD - EASTERN RBDO, Business Unit 110006.1102 in the amount of
830,326,

¢. FT.DEFIANCE RBDO, Business Unit 110011.1105 in the amount of 528,600,

Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH;:

2. NAAA - CHINLE AGENCY: Business Unit 112011.2001 in the amount of

S2I80,188; Business Unit 113011.4410 in the amount of $1,000: Business Unit
30115310 in the amount of 52,000; Business Unit 113011.6520 in the
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12,

13.

14.

16.

amount of 533,000; Business Unit 113011.7110 in the amount of $6,000: and
Business Unit 113011.7710 in the amount of $12,416.

b. NAAA - FT. DEFIANCE AGENCY: Business Unit 113012.2001 in the
amount of 5175,695; Business Unit 113012.4000 in the amount of $1,000;
Business Unit 1130125000 in the amount of 5$2,000: Business Unit
1130126500 in the amount of S3,000; Business Unit 113012.7000 in the
amount of $10,328,

¢. NAAA - CROWNPOINT AGENCY: Business Unit 113013.2001 in the
amount of 5213,590; Business Unit 113013.4000 in the amount of $66,500;
Business Unit 1130135500 in the amount of 5$81,500; Business Unit
113013.6000 in the amount of $39,500; Business Unit 113013.7000 in the
amount of 54,500,

d. NAAA = TUBA CITY AGENCY: Business Unit 113014.2001 in the amount
of 3164,978; Business Unit 113014.4000 in the amount of $7,000; Business
Unit 113013.5000 in the amount of $3,000: Business Unit 113014.7000 in the
amount of $9,500.

e. NAAA - SHIPROCK AGENCY: Business Unit 113015.2001 in the amount of
5145,625; Business Unit 1130154000 in the amount of $2,000; Business Unit
1130155000 in the amount of $2,000; Business Unit 113015.7000 in the
amount of 58,908,

f. NAAA - ADMIN: Business Unit 113010.6500 in the amount of S155,000,

Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DIVISION OF NATURAL

RESOURCES, Business Unit 115009 DWR- WATER RES. MGMT 6520

Consulting in the amount of 550,000,

Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. EXECUTIVE OFFICES,

NNVA — EASTERN AGENCY: Business Unit NEW3.1113 in the amount of

$28,600.

Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DIVISION OF SOCIAL

SERVICES — ADM Business Unit 117001.1131 in the amount of 822,757,

Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DIVISION OF PUBLIC

SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION - Business Unit

116011.6520 in the amount of $250,000; Business Unit 116011.2510 in the

amount of 550,000; and 116011.4410 in the amount of $50,000,

Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DIVISION OF COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT- ADMIN Business Unit 108001.1111.1112.1112 in the amount

of 5102,087; Business Unit 108001.4410 in the amount of S61,083.

Exhibit .J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DEPARTMENT OF DINE

EDUCATION = Business Unit 109005.6520 in the amount of $129,028,
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17.  Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. OLS/LEGISLATIVE
DISTRICT ASSISTANTS, LEGISLATIVE BRANCH Business Unit 101034 in
the amount of 51,681,313,

The justification for use of the President’s line-item veto is set forth below,

As stated by this Administration, the Divisions have been working on developing a strategic
plan to carry out the priorities of the Navajo Nation. As part of this strategy, each Division
developed a budget that follows their strategy. We have stated since day one of our
Administration that in order for our Government to be effective and be able 1w carry out our
priorities we must develop a budget that is strategic. As such, we will maintain that position and
preserve the budget that was submitted by our Executive Branch, as it is the budget needed and
advocated by our Division Directors to carry out the needs and priorities of the Navajo Nation
Government.

1. Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; C(2) $1.020,000
from the Fiscal Year 2016 Personnel Savings Fund for Navajo Nation Chapters, BU
#108014 - #108123; C(3) $847.707 for DNR/District Grazing Officials, BU #115002;
C(4) $752,401 from the Fiscal Year 2016 Personnel Savings Fund for Judicial Branch
Budgets, BU #102008, #102002, #102004, #102005, #102006, #102017. #102001,
#102003, #102007, #102009, #102010, #102011, #102012, #102013. #102013, #102014,
#102015, #102018, and #102019; C(6) $337.500 1o the Division of Naiural
Resources/Resource  Enforcement, BU  #115027: C(7) $400,000 for Water
Resources TCOB, BU #115012 for earthen dam repairs.

The Branch Chiefs Agreement dated June 21, 2016 agreed to how the Personnel
Lapse/Savings Fund would be used. Pursuant to this Agreement, the Branch Chiefs agreed to use
the funds for $1,379,892 for the shortfall in the Defined Benefit Plan Retirement Plan. This was
the only agreed-to use of the fund pursuant to the Agreement. Any use of this fund bevond the
Agreement, the Branch Chiefs can revisit the Agreement for additional recommendations.
However, we will allow the $2,300,000 directed for Scholarship and Financial Assistance to be
funded. These are directly related to future employment of our Navajo people. In addition, we
continually encourage the return of our people to the Navajo Nation Government. Therefore this
allocation is related to future personnel.

Aside from the Scholarships, if there are other uses for the Fund to be recommended this
should be agreed to between the Branch Chiefs as referenced in the Agreement. As such, |
exercise my line-item veto.
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2. Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; G(2) $341,276 for
the Division of Economic Development/MNorthern Regional Business Development
Office, BU#110007.

This is amendment No. 15 that moves funds from the UUFB 1o the NRBDO. As stated
above, the budget must be developed strategically. We cannot approve the same budget that has
proven to not be effective. This is the first budget this Administration has had an opportunity to
create working with our Divisions Directors utilizing the four pillars and priorities of this
Administration. The budget developed by the Exceutive Branch was based on the Division's
strategic plans, incorporating the priorities of the Administration.

Jobs and Infrastructure are two (2) pillars of this Administration and Division of Economic
Development is an important role for these pillars. As such. in the implementation of the
restructure of the Division of Economic Development the recommendation is place this funding
in other areas that will allow this Division to be more effective and efficient,

As stated before, the budget must follow strategy. Therefore | exercise my line-item veto
authority.

3. Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; G(3) $482.566 for
the Election Administration Office, BU# 101021,

This is amendment No. 16 by the Navajo Nation Council that moves funding from OPVP to
the Election Office. During every election season, this Office requests for supplemental funding.
Permanent funding should be identified and provided for each election cvele. It is the
recommendation of the Office of the President and Vice President that this should be included as
a fixed cost.

Therefore 1 exercise my line-item veto authority.

4. Section Two. Adopting the Navajo Nation Fiscal Year 2017 Budget; H, EXHIBIT H.
CONDITIONS OF APPROPRIATION

The Condition of Appropriations (“COA™) are important and supported by this
Administration. However, this Administration does not support the proposed withholding 10% of
the program’s non-personnel operating budget as a penalty for noncompliance. The reason is this
would also impact the direct services provided to our Navajo people.  In addition, related
provisions were also line-itemed as only removing the 10% would not make sense.
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While we understand the need to have enforcement for the conditions of appropriations, it
should be in a form to discipline the employees not carrying out their duties, but not harm the
people that are being served. By withholding 10% of the program’s non-personnel operating
budget, this practice can adversely impact the direct services to our People. Our people should
not be penalized for managerial and/or personnel shortcomings by those employees that are not
adequatcly carrying out their duties. As President of the Navajo Nation and Branch Chief to the
Executive Branch, 1 will continue to work with the Division Directors to hold our emplovees
within the executive branch accountable for their work performances.

As such, I exercise my line-item veto authaority

3. Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DIVISION OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT:
a. BUSINESS REGULATORY OFFICE, Business Unit 110003.1103 in the amount
of $55,370.
b. REAL ESTATE DEPARTMENT: Business Unit 110015.1004 in the amount of
$28,600; Business Unit 110015.6520 in the amount of $139,395: and Business
Unit 110015.4200.4230 Non Cap Computer Equipment in the amount of $19,550,
¢. SBDD - CHINLE RBDO, Business Unit 110005.1104 in the amount of $28.600.
d. SBDD — EASTERN RBDO, Business Unit 110006.1102 in the amount of
$30.326.
e. FT. DEFIANCE RBDO, Business Unit 110011.1105 in the amount of $28.600.

This is amendment No. 1 from the Navajo Nation Council moving funds from the OPVP to
the Division of Economic Development. As stated above, the budget must be developed
strategically. We cannot approve the same budget that has proven to not be effective and if we
are too see real change. This is the first budget this Administration has had an opportunity 1o
create working with our Divisions Directors utilizing the four pillars and priorities of this
Administration. Over the past year, the Division Directors have been working on their plans to
restructure so as 1o be more efficient and accountable to our Peaple.

Jobs and Infrastructure are two (2) pillars of this Administration and Division of Economic
Development is an important role for these pillars. As such. in the implementation of the
restructure of the Division of Economic Development the recommendation is place this funding
in other arcas that will allow this Division to be more effective and efficient.

Furthermore, amendment No. 13 from the Navajo Nation Council moved $158,945 from the
Permanent Trust Fund to the Real Estate Department, Business Unit 110015.6520 in the amount
of $139,395 and Business Unit 110015.4200.4230 Non Cap Computer Equipment in the amount
of $19,550. The Permanent Fund account within the Office of the Controller is used to account
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for expenses related to administering numerous fiduciary funds including the Permanent fund
and the multiple Navajo Nation Trust Funds. As fiduciary funds, the Nation holds these funds as
a trustee and when expending funds from these funds must adhere 1o the statutory
authorizations. The Navajo Nation Council’s actions of shifting funds from a tiduciary account
to general funds potentially violates multiple statutes.

Therefore [ exercise my line-item veto authority.

6. Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH:

i,

NAAA - CHINLE AGENCY: Business Unit 113011.2110 in the amount of
5280,188; Business Unit 113011.4410 in the amount of $1.000: Business Unit
113011.5310 in the amount of $2,000; Business Unit 113011.6520 in the amount
of 33,000; Business Unit 113011.7110 in the amount of $6.000: and Business
Unit 113011.7710 in the amount of $12,416,

NAAA = FT. DEFIANCE AGENCY: Business Unit 113012.2001 in the amount
of $175,695; Business Unit 113012.4000 in the amount of $1,000: Business Unit
1130125000 in the amount of $2,000; Business Unit 113012.6500 in the amount
of 53,000; Business Unit 113012.7000 in the amount of $10,328.

NAAA — CROWNPOINT AGENCY: Business Unit 113013.2001 in the amount
of $213,590; Business Unit 113013.4000 in the amount of $66.500; Business Unit
113013.5500 in the amount of $81,500; Business Unit 113013.6000 in the amount
of $39.500; Business Unit 113013.7000 in the amount of $4.500.

NAAA - TUBA CITY AGENCY': Business Unit 113014.2001 in the amount of
$164,978: Business Unit 113014.4000 in the amount of $7.000: Business Unit
113014.5000 in the amount of $3,000; Business Unit 113014.7000 in the amount
of 59,500,

NAAA — SHIPROCK AGENCY: Business Unit 113015.2001 in the amount of
$145,625; Business Unit 1130154000 in the amount of $2.000: Business Unit
1130155000 in the amount of $2,000: Business Unit 113015.7000 in the amount
of §8,908.

NAAA — ADMIN: Business Unit 113010.6500 in the amount of $155.000

This is amendment No. 2 from the Navajo Nation Council. These funds were moved from the
Permanent Trust Fund to General Funds. The Permanent Fund account within the Office of the
Controller is used to account for expenses related to administering numerous fiduciary funds
including the Permanent fund and the multiple Navajo Nation Trust Funds. As fiduciary funds,
the Nation holds these funds as a trustee and when expending funds from these funds must
adhere to the statutory authorizations, The Navajo Nation Council's actions of shifting funds
from a fiduciary account to General Funds potentially violates multiple statutes.
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Therefore | exercise my line-item veto authority.

7. Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DIVISION OF NATURAL
RESOURCES, Business Unit 115009 DWR — WATER RES. MGMT 6520 Consulting in
the amount of $50,000.

This is amendment No. 7 by the Navajo Nation Council to move $50,000 from the OPVP
budget for contracting work for a Little Colorado River alluvial study. As advised by the Water
Resource Management Branch, the Memorandum of Understanding was modified with the
Bureau of Indian Affairs that provided an additional funding amount of $100,000. This funding
will be partly wtilized for these contractual services for the study. As such, the $50,000 is no
longer needed.

Theretore. | exercise my line-item veto authority.

8. Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. EXECUTIVE OFFICES, NNVA —
EASTERN AGENCY: Business Unit NEW3.1113 in the amount of $28.600: DIVISION
OF SOCIAL SERVICES — ADM Business Unit 117001.1131 in the amount of $22.757.

This is amendment No. 10 from the Navajo Nation Council moving funds from the OPVP
budget. As stated above, the budget must be developed strategically. Over the past year. the
Division Directors have been working on their plans to restructure so as to be more efficient and
accountable to our People. The Division of Social Services and NNVA — Eastern Agency
submitted a budget that was requested and needed for them to carry out their services. This
Administration stand behind the budgets as requested and advocated by the Directors.

As such, 1 exercise my line-item veto authority.

9. Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DIVISION OF PUBLIC SAFETY.
DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION - Business Unit 116011.6520 in the
amount of $250,000; Business Unit 116011.2510 in the amount of $50.000: and
1160114410 in  the amoumt of $50.000; DIVISION OF COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT - ADMIN Business Unit 108001.1111.1112.1113 in the amount of
$102,087; Business Unit 108001.4410 in the amount of $61.083.

This is amendment No. 17 from the Navajo Nation Council moving funds from the
Department of Air Transportation to the Division of Community Development and Division of
Public Safety. As stated above, the budget must be developed strategically. Over the past vear,
the Division Directors have been working on their plans to restructure so as to be more efficient
and accountable to our People. The Department of Criminal Investigation and Division of
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Community Development submitted a budget that was requested and needed for them to carry

out their services. This Administration stand behind the budgets as requested and advocated by
the Directors.

As we have stated, budget must follow strategy. Therefore | exercise my line-item veto
authority.,

10. Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. DEPARTMENT OF DINE
EDUCATION - Business Unit 1090056520 in the amount of $129.028.

This is an amendment from the Budget and Finance Committee of the Navajo Nation Council
maoving funds from the Office of the Controller to the Department of Dine Education. As stated
above, the budget must be developed strategically. Over the past vear, the Division Directors
have been working on their plans to restructure so as to be more efficient and accountable to our
People. The Office of the Controller and Department of Dine Education submitted a budget that
was requested and needed for them to earry out their services. This Administration stands behind
the budgets as requested and advocated by the Directors.

As we have stated, budget must follow strategy. Therefore 1 exercise my line-item veto
authority.

11. Exhibit J, Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Detail binder. OLS/LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT
ASSISTANTS, LEGISLATIVE BRANCH Business Unit 101034 in the amount of
S1681.313.

The intent of the people’s referendum was to cut costs. This is an unfilled mandate of the
Navajo Nation Council. We recommend that the Legislative Branch revisit its own Branch and

restructure and reorganize as the Executive Branch has done in reorganizing to also cut costs and
become more effective.

As such, [ exercise my line-item veto.
| hereby direct the Office of the Management and Budget 1o make the adjustments as
necessary for the line-item vetoes. In addition, 1 request a one-on-one meeting with the Navajo

Nation Council to re-visit the priorities of the Navajo Nation to effectively serve the Navajo
People as memorialized in the “One Voice, One Nation™ Agreement,
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