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President Begaye Proclaims Third Week of October as Navajo Nation Disability Awareness Week

WINDOW ROCK-Today, Pres-
ident Russell Begaye signed a
proclamation declaring the third
week of October to be Navajo Na-
tion Disability Awareness Week.

“Despite their contributions to
our society, people with disabili-
ties face discrimination and lim-
ited access,” President Begaye
declared in the proclamation.
“This Administration will work to
strengthen protections against
disability-based  discriminations
Our people should not fear dis-
crimination in disclosing one’s
disability.”

Supporters and advocates for
disability awareness set out on a
march this morning from the Na-
vajo Shopping Center in Window
Rock to the Navajo Nation Council
Chambers.

Upon arrival at the Council
Chambers, marchers were greet-
ed by staff from the Office of the
President and Vice President and
members of the 23rd Navajo Na-
tion Council.

The Navajo Nation has enacted
laws to protect the disabled. The
Vulnerable Adult Protection Act,
passed two years ago, says that
any Navajo with a disability should
not be abused, neglected, aban-
doned or exploited.

The Vulnerable Adult Protection
Act, also known as the Doris Act,
is named after Doris Dennison
who faced disability injustices af-
ter being injured in a car accident
that left her wheelchair bound.

Losing her ability to walk
opened her eyes to the challeng-

Today, President Russell Begaye signed a proclamation declaring the third week in October to be Navajo Na-
tion Disability Awareness Week. President Begaye is pictured with Jamescita Peshlakai and Hoskie Benally.

es that disabled people face on a
daily basis. As an advocate for
disability rights, Dennison has
served as the Board President of
Assist to Independence.

“The work isn't done. Since I've
been been advocating for acces-
sibility, the main issue | want to
see is the reconsideration of the
Navajo Nation Vocational Reha-
bilitation and Opportunities for the
Handicapped Act,” Dennison said.

The law, which was passed in
1984, requires that both public
and private entities provide rea-
sonable accommodations for the
special needs of persons with a
disability.

‘Some of the things this act

addresses are the accessibility to
buildings and employment,” she
said. “We want this act to be re-
considered and for the whole Na-
vajo Nation to comply with it.”

The number of disabled Nava-
jos is significant said Hoskie Be-
nally Jr., President of the Navajo
Nation Advisory Council on Dis-
abilities.

The Navajo Nation Advisory
Council on Disabilities is estab-
lished under Title 13 within the
Navajo Nation Code. “We are
within the government to advo-
cate for those with disabilities,”
Benally Jr., said.

The Navajo Nation Advisory
Council on Disabilities is estab-

lished to advocate for individuals
with disabilities to ensure equal
access to employment, educa-
tion, housing, public safety, com-
munications, recreation, medical
treatment, and socialization op-
portunities

“We are stronger as a Nation
when we work together,” Presi-
dent Begaye said. “We must work
to remove obstacles so every Na-
vajo and person has the opportu-
nity to fully utilize their talents and
skills in the workplace and com-
munities.”
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