
 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

Immediate Release: 

June 26, 2019 

 

First Nations Voter Rights Conference to be held September 2019 

 

St. Michaels, Navajo Nation (ARIZ) – The Navajo Nation Human Rights Commission, in 

partnership with Rural Utah Project, will be hosting a first-of-its-kind conference to discuss how 

voting, elections, and redistricting affect indigenous nations and peoples across the United 

States. “First Nations Voting Rights: Planting for the Future,” will be a conference to empower 

indigenous voters and compare strategies for equal representation, preparation for the 2020 

census, 2021 redistricting, and rural addressing projects to ensure that every vote on indigenous 

nations across the country is counted.   

 

The conference will be held at the University of Utah S.J. Quinney College Of Law in Salt Lake 

City, Utah from Wednesday, September 25, 2019 to Friday, September 27, 2019. The conference 

is open to the public and attendees can register at www.firstnationvote.com.  

 

The conference will feature indigenous leaders, academics, lawyers, and human rights activists 

from indigenous nations across the Mountain West region. Topics will range from increasing 

voter participation and registration, early voting, the 2020 census, 2021 redistricting, voter 

protection, and rural addressing technology.  

 

Across the country, indigenous nations are starting to use current laws to gain better access to 

voting rights in Federal and State Elections. In 2018, indigenous nations watched as suppressive 

ID laws caused many indigenous voters to be turned away at the polls.  

 

Now, the 2020 census will set the precedent for the next decade of resource allocation and 

redistricting across indigenous nations. The time for action is imminent and this conference will 

help ensure that indigenous voices are heard and indigenous votes are counted across the county.  

 

“This conference will set a new precedent for how indigenous nations can engage voters and 

stakeholders across Indian Country. It’s time to compare strategies so that the voices of voters 

are heard, both now and for future generations of indigenous peoples. The seeds we plant today 

will resonate and create strategies for years to come,” said Leonard Gorman, Executive Director 

for Navajo Nation Human Rights Commission. 

 

For more information, visit www.firstnationvote.com or contact the Navajo Nation Human 

Rights Commission at 928-871-7436 or Rural Utah Project at info@rupcorp.org. 
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SEPTEMBER 25-27, 2019 |SALT LAKE CITY, UT

A CONFERENCE TO EMPOWER INDIGENOUS VOTERS.

HOSTED BY RURAL UTAH PROJECT AND NAVAJO NATION HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Register online at www.firstnationvote.com



SEPTEMBER
2019
 

SALT LAKE 

CITY, UTAH

Join the Rural Utah Project and the Navajo Nation

Human Rights Commission for a first-of-its-kind

conference on gerrymandering and fair elections issues

that affect Native communities across the United States.

Topics of discussion include:

 

Status of Voting Rights in Native America

Redistricting 101: What does it mean? When does it

happen? How does it affect your area?

Micro-perspectives on Census: How to ensure the most

accurate count in your area

The Voting Rights Act and Your Nation

Increasing Indigenous Voter Participation in US

Elections

Mapping and Redistricting: Drawing Minority Majority

Voting Districts

All About Voter Registration: Increasing Participation

on the Ground

Section 203 Language Assistance and the Importance

of Language Preservation in Voting

Early Voting, Satellite Election Offices, Mail-in Ballots

Importance of State Laws on Voting: How you and your

government can effect change

Rural Addressing and Voting

Racial Gerrymandering in Native America

Voter Protection: What is it? What you can do to ensure

fair election in your area.

Independent Redistricting Commissions: What are

they? And why they matter.

San Juan County, Utah: Lessons for Everyone

ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, INDIGENOUS
NATIONS ARE FIGHTING BACK TO GUARANTEE
ACCESS TO FAIR VOTING AND ELECTIONS.

COMPARE
STRATEGIES FOR
EQUAL
REPRESENTATION,

PREPARATION FOR
THE 2020 CENSUS,

DISTRICTING, AND
RURAL ADDRESSING
PROJECTS

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY:

WWW.FIRSTNATIONVOTE.COM
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