
President Shelly, First Lady issue holiday greetings and cheer for Nation

Students from Tsehootso Dine’ Bi Olta’ visited the Office of the President and Vice President to sing Christmas carols in Navajo. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.— 
Yáʼátʼééh Késhmish dóó Baa 
Hózhǫ́ǫgo Nee Nínáadoohąh!
     Navajo Nation President Ben 
Shelly and First Lady Martha 
Shelly issued a statement of 
holiday cheer for the Christmas 
holidays. 
     “Christmas is a time for family, 
friends and goodwill toward all,” 
President Shelly said. “We wish 
the Navajo people an enjoyable 
holiday season and a blessed 
time with family.
     “Please remember to check up 
on your elders and ensure they 
are not in need of firewood, food 
or water,” he added.
     Navajo Nation Executive 
Branch employees have been 
given 16 hours administrative 

leave for Dec. 26 and Jan. 2, 
2015. This includes temporary 
employees. In addition, early 
payroll release will scheduled 
for Dec 23. 
     Christmas day and New Years 
day is a tribal holiday.
     President Shelly said, “Please 
take this time to spend with your 
families during Christmas and 
to celebrate the New Year with 
Hozho’.” 
     He also encouraged the Navajo 
people to take every precaution 
to be safe during the holidays 
and discouraged texting while 
driving and driving under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs.
     Thank you for your faithful 
service to the Nation and the 
Navajo people, President Shelly 

said to the more than 8,000 
tribal employees working for 
the government. Emergency 
personnel and other first 
responders will continue to 
maintain services as needed, he 
said.
     First Lady was thankful for a 
successful year filled with many 
accomplishments, including the 
free eye exams and eyeglasses 
distribution for Navajo children 
and elders through the One 
Sight Project courtesy of 
Walking Shield, Inc. and the 
re-establishment of the Navajo 
Nation Women’s Commission. 
     “Ahe’hee to our lady 
commissioners for bringing 
the issues many facing Navajo 
women to light,” First Lady said. 

“May your Christmas with your 
families be a happy time.”
     The Toys for Tots distribution 
has begun across the Navajo 
Nation, bringing toys to the less 
fortunate. The First Lady has 
participated in the event all four 
years of the administration. She 
encourages the Navajo Nation 
to join in the effort, including 
participation in the food and 
jacket drives taking place at 
various tribal communities.
     “We wish you a happy holiday 
season filled with joy, peace and 
goodwill,” she said.



Vice President Jim on repartriation mission to Paris to retrieve sacred masks

Vice President Rex Lee Jim is traveling to Paris, France for the return of sacred 
masks used in the Tł’éé’jí Hatáál, or Night Way Chant. Eight masks are on the 
auction block after being put up for bid by a private collector. He is joined by the 
Washington Office and Legislative Branch. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—
Navajo Nation Vice President 
Rex Lee Jim is on a mission. 
On Dec. 11, he left for Paris, 
France for the repatriation of 
Navajo ceremonial masks. 
     The vice president will 
attend a meeting with the U.S. 
Embassy-Paris officials on 
Dec. 13 at 2 p.m. to discuss 
strategy for the return of the 
eight Yei Bi Chei masks on 
the auction block. 
     The masks were used in the 
Tł’éé’jí Hatáál, also known as 
the Night Way Chant healing 
ceremony. The nine-day 
ceremony features the use 
of Yei Bi Chei masks, which 
represent the Navajo deities, 
Talking God and Black God. 
     A private collector put the 
items up for auction through 
the Paris auction house.
     According to the Eve 
Company website, their 
business is operated by 

professionals recognized for 
their expertise and service 
in advising collectors on 
art, collectibles, furniture, 
jewelry, insurance estimates 
and mandatory tax returns. 
The company was founded 
in 2002.
     The 140-page Eve American 
Indian and Columbian Art 
catalog features native 
masks, garments, sculptures, 
kachinas, jewelry, rugs, 
pottery, baskets and other 
items of cultural significance 
from tribes across the 
Americas. These items will 
be auctioned on Dec. 15.
     Jared King from the 
Navajo Nation Washington 
Office will accompany Vice 
President Jim, along with 
Leonard Gorman and Rodney 
Tahe, from the Navajo Nation 
Human Rights Commission.
     The Legislative Branch 
funded the trip for the NNHRC. 

The Navajo Nation Council’s 
Naa’bik’iyati’ Committee 
and its subcommittee, the 
Sacred Site Task Force, 
held several meetings with 
Navajo Historic Preservation 
Department to plan for the 
return of the masks. 
     On Dec. 10, the task force 
directed the NNHRC to plan 
a delegation to retrieve the 
masks before the close of the 
auction. Bidding for the items 
will close on Dec. 15. The 
vice president was selected 
to join the delegation because 

“The goal is the outright 
purchase of these items 
before they go on sale.”

of his knowledge as a Navajo 
medicine man and ability to 
authenticate the items.
     “The purpose of this trip 
is to retrieve eight Yei Bi 
Chei masks that were taken 
from the Navajo Nation and 
transported to Paris, France,” 
Vice President Jim said. “The 
goal is to outright purchase 
these items before they go 
on sale to the public.”
     Each mask is valued from 
$300 to $1,000.
     The Navajo Nation is 
working with the U.S. State 
Department, Department of 
Homeland Security and the 
U.S. Embassy officials to 
prepare for the auction. 
     King said, “Even Auction 

House has agreed to allow 
Vice President Jim, Leonard 
Gorman, Rodney Tahe and 
I to view the items on Dec. 
13. The U.S. government has 
been notified and is aware 
of our intentions to retrieve 
these items and return them 
home.”
     Upon the successful return 
of the ceremonial items, the 
Office of the President and 
Vice President will host a 
forum to explain that the 
sale of sacred tribal items is 
unacceptable. The need for 

this international dialogue 
has been growing for years 
and the Navajo Nation will 
voice its strong opposition 
to any such future auctions.

-30-



President Shelly executes line-item veto of Legislation No. CN-58-14

President Ben Shelly signs the line-item veto of Legislation No. CN-58-14. He said little has changed since he previously vetoed a bill to fund the tribal council’s 
legislative district assistants, which was previously submitted for almost $2 million. No budget was attached to the legislation for the administrative centers for 
the Navajo Division of Community Development. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—
On Dec. 10, President Shelly 
executed his line-item veto 
authority on Legislation No. CN-
58-14, which was for more than 
$1 million from the FY 2015 
general funds budget. 
     According to the tribal council 
resolution, $541,946 was for 
funding salaries of legislative 
district assistants and $500,00 
was for administrative service 
centers under the Navajo 
Division of Community 
Development. 
     On Sept. 15, President Shelly 
line-item vetoed the FY 2015 

comprehensive budget because 
of Navajo Nation Council’s 
concerns about salaries for 
politically appointed positions. 
The reasoning was that the 
money could best be used for 
direct services to the Navajo 
people.
     At that time, almost $2 
million was earmarked for the 
legislative district assistants to 
cover salaries, travel expenses 
and communications costs in the 
FY 2015 budget. Because little 
has changed since that initial 
veto, the new legislation to fund 
those positions was vetoed again 

by the president.
     “Little has changed since 
my last veto and as such, I 
hereby exercise my line-tem 
veto authority again,” President 
Shelly said. 
     The president’s decision to veto 
$500,00 for the administrative 
service centers was rooted in 
the fact that there was no budget 
attached to the legislation. The 
funding requested was in support 
of the decentralization initiative, 
which was a directive from the 
Budget and Finance Committee 
on July 5, 2013. 
     The decentralization was 

to transition from five Local 
Governance Support Centers at 
the agencies to 16 administrative 
support centers at the district 
level. 
     “No budget forms were 
attached. Additionally, the 
legislation does not indicate 
whether Council intends for 
unallocated general funds, 
supplemental funds or the excess 
indirect cost recovery funds to 
be used,” President Shelly said. 

“For these reasons, I must line-
item veto this $500,000.”
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President Shelly, Sen. Munoz join forces to fight alcoholism in Gallup

President Shelly said he marched on Santa Fe with Sen. George Munoz’s father and former Gallup Mayor Eddie Munoz. He said the fight against the liquor and 
alcohol establishments means battling their powerful lobbyists. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     GALLUP, N.M.—Alcohol is 
big business.
     Efforts to come to grips with 
alcohol related fatalities and 
crimes in the city of Gallup isn’t 
anything new. In the 1980s, the 
city was dubbed “Drunk Town, 
USA” and sensationalized 
news reports spread the name 
nationally.
     City leaders from that era 
joined forces with tribal and 
county leadership to march 
on Santa Fe to bring attention 
to the issue. During that time, 
McKinley County Commissioner 
Ben Shelly joined the contingent 
of citizens fed up with the alcohol 
related fatalities and crimes.
     The group’s efforts eventually 
resulted in closure of drive-up 
package liquor sales in Gallup 
and millions of dollars in federal 
funding for the construction and 
operation Na’nizhoozhi Center, 

Inc. In June 2013, the funding 
dried up for NCI and the non-
profit organization was forced 
to close their doors after more 
than 20 years of service.
     On Oct. 24, 2013, the 
Navajo Nation entered into a 
memorandum of agreement 
with the city of Gallup and 
McKinley County to reopen 
the center. Since taking over 
management of the Gallup 
Detoxification Center on Jan. 1, 
2014, the Navajo Department 
of Behavioral Health Services 
has spent more than $582,000 
providing services. 
     The city of Gallup has 
contributed $320,000 to DBHS 
for an operating budget of close 
to $1 million. The city funds 
were collected from the Alcohol 
Excise Tax at a rate of 10 percent. 
Despite this joint effort to fight 
alcoholism, the MOA has fallen 

short of meeting the full extent 
of needs related to providing 
treatment to those in need.

Partnership is the key
     On the evening of Dec. 8, 
President Shelly joined state, 
county and city officials to focus 
on the swelling number of people 
going through the detox center, 
numbers that have averaged 
about 2,400 people per month. 
Sen. George Munoz hosted 
the meeting at the Lighthouse 
Church in Gallup, which was 
packed with hundreds of people.
     Munoz encouraged the 
audience not to dwell on what 
went wrong with NCI, but to 
instead focus on solutions and 
moving forward with the Gallup 
Detox Center. Given the number 
of people in attendance, he 
was determined to maintain a 
respectful atmosphere.

     “I do have some ground rules 
for the meeting,” Munoz said. 

“There will be no racial remarks. 
No outbursts, no speaking out 
of turn.
     “This is not a blame game. 
This is solution road,” he added.
     President Shelly was the first 
to speak and reflected on the 
march to Santa Fe with former 
Gallup Mayor Eddie Munoz. 
     “We fought the liquor 
establishments. It’s very hard 
to fight them, their lobbyists 
are very powerful,” President 
Shelly said. 
     President Shelly said that 
during his tenure as county 
commissioner, he never approved 
the renewal of any alcohol 
licenses. The effort was often 
for naught, however, because 
the N.M. Gaming and Alcohol 
Division would eventually 
overrule their decision, he said.



     “We need to put our heads 
together and take care of this 
alcohol thing. We need to start 
talking to business people,” 
President Shelly said, in 
reference to liquor store and 
bar owners. 

Gallup Fighting Back
     David Conejo provided 
a history of Fighting Back 
initiative back from 1989, when 
Gallup was in the headlines for 
31 deaths related to alcohol. The 
fatalities were from exposure, 
driving while intoxicated and 
people getting run over by trains. 
He said the turning point was a 
head-on collision involving a 
white DWI motorist that killed 
three natives in the other vehicle. 
     “In particular, this accident 
was important because it was 
an Anglo that ran into a Native 
American family. Now we (were 
able to) bring the attention to the 
universal aspect of this problem,” 
Conejo said.
     He said the march to Santa 
Fe resulted in $400,000 in seed 
money to study the feasibility of 
a detoxification center in Gallup. 
Once the center was built, it was 
under the management of the 
hospital for a period of two years, 
and provided medical and social 
detoxification. A $3 million grant 
from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation got the facility off 
the ground.
     People who went through 
the center were held for three 
days and some were referred to 
a 28-day rehabilitation program, 
and others to an intake-shelter-
bed program for adolescents. 
However, Conejo said the most 
important aspect was the work 
rehabilitation program that 
provided employment through 
construction and laundry 
services or a kiln that produced 
cups, plates and other wares. 
     “At the end of 90 days, people 
would be able to go out and seek 
employment and use us for a 
reference. We could say they’ve 
been through treatment, they’ve 
been through rehab and they’ve 
been gainfully employed,” 

Conejo said.  

Gallup Detox Center
     Since taking over the Gallup 
Detox Center in Jan., the DBHS 
has averaged about 2,400 
clients per month. The lowest 
admissions at the center occurred 
in June with 2,014 people and the 
highest was in August with 2,699. 
     Ramona Antone Nez, 
division director for the 
Navajo Department of Health, 
said DBHS is addressing the 

“revolving door” effect of the 
center. She said medical detox 
services will be contracted out 
and that the 12-hour hold will 
be increased to 72 hours for 
protective custody. Her timeline 
for implementation was one 
week. 
     “The Navajo Nation 
respectfully requests that the 
Gallup Police Department 
resume patrolling the ditches, 
arroyos and alleys for individuals 
who are intoxicated and the 
greatest at risk to exposure,” 
Nez said. 
     She also mentioned the need 
to repair the HVAC system of the 
detox center. With the new policy 
changes, the annual budget for 
protective custody, intervention, 
treatment, medical detox and 
aftercare treatment will rise up 
to $2 million.
     “We appreciate and accept 
the assistance of Senator Munoz 
to advocate for state resources,” 
Nez said. 
     The meeting concluded with 
a question and answer period. 
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Ramona Antone Nez, the newly appointed division director for the Navajo 
Department of Health, said the Gallup Detox Center needs to end the “revolving 
door” effect by keeping clients longer than 12 hours and providing them with 
medical detox in some cases. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

Navajo Nation Council Delegate Edmund Yazzie said, “This is not only a 
Navajo issue, this is an all-races issue.” Yazzie noted the fact that there wasn’t 
a single liquor store or bar owner in attendance at the meeting to hear the 
issues facing Gallup. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

David Conejo, a former hospital administrator and mastermind behind the 
Fighting Back initiative, said that Gallup is in the same position it was in back 
in 1989, when they made headlines for 31 alcohol related deaths ranging from 
exposure to DWI. (Photo by Rick Abasta)



President Shelly vetoes Legislation No. CN-55-14, approves two other bills

President Shelly vetoed a request for $1.3 million from the UUFB for the Office 
of the Speaker to fund eyeglasses and burial assistance. He approved the name 
change for Navajo Mountain Chapter and the purchase of more than 67 acres 
of land in the Farmington area. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—On Dec. 5, President 
Ben Shelly exercised his line item veto authority for 
Legislation No. CN-55-14, which requested $1 million 
from the Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance for 
the Office of the Speaker to provide eyeglasses within 
in the five agencies of the Navajo Nation and $300,000 
in supplemental funding to provide burial assistance.
     “Providing eyeglasses for the youth and elders is of 
great importance, but the appropriate and capable agency 
to ensure proper distribution is the Navajo Division of 
Social Services, not the Office of the Speaker,” President 
Shelly said. 
     His reasons for vetoing the $300,000 supplemental 
funding request from the UUFB to fund burial assistance 
costs by the speaker’s office was the same.
     “Providing burial assistance to our low-income Navajo 
families is appropriate and of great importance,” President 
Shelly said. “However, the appropriate and capable agency 
to ensure proper distribution is the Navajo Division of 
Social Services, not the Office of the Speaker.”
     He said the Office of the President and Vice President 
would consider funding a similar supplemental legislation 
that would direct funds to the Division of Social Services. 

Currently, the division has offices located in all five 
agencies and already has programs in place for burial 
assistance and eyeglasses for low-income families.
     President Shelly approved Legislation No. CN-57-14. 
The bill requested $980,000 for the purchase of 67.39 
acres of land located in Farmington, N.M. from Rolling 
Mesa LLC.
     The purchase is in accordance with the Navajo Nation 
Land Acquisition Policy and has been in progress since 
Jan. 13, 2014, when the owner accepted the purchase 
price of $980,000. The land is located at the southwest 
junction of Highway 371 and N376 in Farmington. 
     The Navajo Nation Gaming Enterprise, Upper 
Fruitland Chapter and the Navajo Division of Economic 

“The appropriate and capable agency 
to ensure proper distribution is the 
Navajo Division of Social Services.”

Development will utilize the land for commercial 
development. 
     President Shelly also approved Legislation No. CN-
62-14. The bill requested a name change for Navajo 
Mountain Chapter to Naa’tsis’áán Chapter. 
     Navajo Mountain Chapter approved the name change 
request on Aug. 24, 2014 through Chapter Resolution No. 
NM008/323-14. The new name will be incorporated into 
all appropriate sections of the Navajo Nation Code and 
shall be recorded and reflected in all records maintained 
by the Navajo Nation. 

-30-













President Shelly praises Navajo contestants in Wrangler National Finals Rodeo

Kassidy Dennison is contestant number 35 at this year’s Wrangler National 
Finals Rodeo. She will be joined by fellow Navajos Erich Rogers, number 19 
and Aaron Tsinigine, number 82. (Courtesy photo)

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—President Ben Shelly said the opportunity 
to see Navajo contestants performing in the 2014 Wrangler National 
Finals Rodeo is a source of pride. He wished the contestants the 
best for tonight’s opening round in Las Vegas.

“These athletes are great role models for our Navajo people,” President 
Shelly said. “We’ll be cheering you on every step of the way. Make 
us proud.”

Having Navajo contestants as card-carrying members of the 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association and competing on the 
big stage is no longer a dream, he added.

One Navajo cowgirl has the opportunity to shatter the glass ceiling 
this year.

Tohatchi, N.M. cowgirl Cassidy Dennison and her horse, Eagle, 
will be competing in barrel racing at this year’s NFR. Dennison is 
an eight-time Indian World Champion and was the 2010 National 
High School Breakaway Robing Champion. 

She’s currently ranked number 10 in the 2014 World Standings and 
has earned more than $92,051 for the year. 

“She’s an exciting cowgirl to watch. Go fast, Cass,” President Shelly 
said.

One Navajo cowboy is no stranger to the Big Show and has proven 
his mental and physical toughness time and again. 

Erich Rogers, of Round Rock, Ariz., will again be competing in 
team roping (heading) and tie-down roping. Rogers is no stranger 
to the NFR and has won big money over the years, including last 
year’s first place tie in Round 2 of the team roping competition with 
a time of 4.5 seconds.

Rogers is currently ranked number 2 in the 2014 World Standings 
and has earned more than $101,421 for the year. 

President Shelly said Rogers is another exciting Navajo cowboy to 
watch because of his timing and quickness. He said Rogers needs 
to cowboy up for tonight’s opening round.  

Also competing in team roping (heading) at this year’s NFR is Aaron 
Tsinigine of Tuba City, Ariz. This Navajo cowboy is currently ranked 
number 14 in the 2014 World Standings and has earned $68,074 on 
the year. It’s his first qualification to the NFR.

Tsinigine’s hasn’t won a world title yet, but President Shelly is 
confident that he will overcome the nervousness of competing this 
year to do well for the Finals. 

“Good luck to all of our Navajo athletes competing this year. We’ll 
be tuning in and cheering for our cowboys and cowgirl to show 
the world how the Navajo Nation rodeos,” President Shelly said. 

The NFR will air nightly from 8 to 11 p.m. (MST) from Dec. 5-14, 
2014 on CBS Sports Network.
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President Shelly enacts amendments to criminal code of the Navajo Nation

Top, President Shelly signs the amendments to Title 17 of the Navajo Nation 
Code into law. Bottom, Law and Order Committee members listen to President 
Shelly express his concerns. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—
President Shelly enacted 
legislation on Dec. 1 to amend the 
Navajo Nation Criminal Code, 
provide Navajo language and 
culture assistance to residents 
in Phoenix, and execute the 
purchase of more than 67 acres 
of land in Farmington, N.M.
     CN-52-14, a bill amending the 
sentencing provisions of Title 17 
of the Navajo Nation Code, was 
signed into law. Efforts to amend 
this portion of the code have 
been ongoing since Jan. 2000, 
when the Navajo Nation Council 
eliminated imprisonment and 
fines for a number of criminal 
offenses.

     The new amendments restore 
some of those changes made in 
response to the lack of detention 
facilities. 
     “This is a good law,” President 
Shelly said. 
     Law and Order Committee 
members Alton Shepherd 
(Cornfields, Ganado, Jeddito, 
Kinlichee, Steamboat) and 
Edmund Yazzie (Church 
Rock, Iyanbito, Mariano Lake, 
Pinedale, Smith Lake Thoreau 
joined President Shelly for the 
signing and expressed gratitude.
     “I just want to say thank 
you. First and foremost, it was 
a team effort and I appreciate 
the task force,” Shepherd said. 

“Now that the jails are adequate, 
we need to update the criminal 
code to where it is, including 
giving the judges a little bit more 
flexibility.”
     “President, thank you,” Yazzie 
said. 
     The new construction of 
additional detention facilities 
has provided the Nation an 
opportunity to address violent 
and serious crimes committed 
within tribal jurisdiction. These 
are offenses not prosecuted by 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 
     On July 23, 2012, the Law and 
Order Committee established 
a task force to review the 
sentencing provisions for the 
criminal code. The task force 
hosted public hearings and a 
radio forum for their outreach 
efforts. Public sentiment was for 
stronger sentencing provisions. 
     The amendments were 
made for enforcement, general 
provisions, sentencing, offenses, 
and penalties. The 132-page 
bill also includes amendments 
correlating to changes in the 
Navajo Nation Council standing 
committees resulting from the 
88-to-24-member reduction.
     President Shelly also signed 
into law CN-53-14, which 
provides $148,325 from the 
Unreserved, Undesignated 
Fund Balance for the Phoenix 
Indian Center to provide 
Navajo language and culture 
classes, information seminars 
and social services for tribal 
members residing in the Phoenix 
metropolitan area. 
     A non-profit entity, the Indian 
Center relies on funding from 
the Arizona Inter-Tribal Trust 
Fund, especially the Navajo 
Trust Funds to provide services 
to more than 4,000 Navajos 

living in the city that utilize their 
services. 
     The UUFB funds will 
cover the salary of two Navajo 
staff working for the Indian 
Center to continue providing 
Navajo language and culture 
opportunities for urban Navajos. 
     BN-57-14 was also signed 
into law by President Shelly 
to provide $980,000 in closing 
costs for the purchase of 67.39 
acres of land in accordance 
with the tribal Land Acquisition 
Policy.
     The land, previously owned 
by Rolling Mesa, LLC, is 
located at the southwest junction 
of Highway 371 and N376 in 
Farmington. The owner agreed 
upon the fair market value 
purchase price of $980,000 on 
Jan. 13, 2014. Funds to purchase 
the land will come from the FY 
2014 Land Acquisition Trust 
Fund.
     The Navajo Nation 
Gaming Enterprise, Upper 
Fruitland Chapter and Navajo 
Nation Division of Economic 
Development will utilize the land 
for commercial development. 
The next step is to put the land 
into trust status. 
     President Shelly vetoed 
Legislation No. CN-56-14. The 
legislation would have amended 
Title 5 of the Navajo Nation 
Code to authorize the formation 
of a low-profit LLC. However, 
the president said the uncertainty 
and confusion of the business 
structure played a factor in his 
decision to veto the legislation. 
     He had particular concerns 
with the lack of amendments 
to the internal revenue code to 
reflect the LLC structure. 
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