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NAVAJO NATION OPPOSES NAVAJO TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

FUNDING CUTS ON CAPITOL HILL 
	  
Washington, DC—Navajo Nation President Ben Shelly today has urged Senate and House leaders to resume funding 
for Navajo Technical College (NTC) in both New Mexico and Arizona, by opposing Section 1883 of H.R. 1 and 
Section 219 of House Joint Resolution 44. 

“Eliminating these funds would threaten our tribal 
college and force drastic cuts which may ultimately 
lead to closing our doors,” stated President Shelly in 
his letter to Senator Harry Reid, Majority Leader of 
the U.S. Senate. “It is imperative that our Navajo 
students continue their technical training and 
education to compete for good jobs on and off 
Navajoland.” 	  
  
The two tribally controlled colleges NTC and 
United Tribes College in North Dakota have been 
successfully funded by Section 117 of the Carl D. 
Perkins program.  However, these institutions are 
not part of state higher education systems and do 
not benefit from state-appropriated college funds. 
 
Today President Shelly met with Senator Jeff 
Bingaman, who authored an NTC support letter 
signed by Senator Tom Udall, and Senator Kent 
Conrad addressing his concerns. 

 
The letter to Senator Reid and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, states the following, “The Section 117 
Perkins program has been authorized (20 U.S.C. 2327) since 1990, and has received the support of both Democratic 
and Republican administrations in budget requests.  The program is structured as a competitive grant, not a 
congressionally directed earmark.  In FY 2010, the program received $8.2 million, a small portion of the Department 
of Education budget.” 
 
On Thursday, President Shelly also met with Charles Galbraith, deputy associate director of the Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs at the White House, during the Tribal Nations Conference, which included a panel of 
President Obama’s department and agency directors.  Mr. Galbraith agreed to inform the U.S. Department of 
Education directly about the Navajo Nation’s opposition letter.  
 
President Shelly said, “I am here to make sure Washington lawmakers are aware of the Navajo Nation’s opposition to 
proposed cuts by H.R. 1. I want you to take our message back to the White House-- we need your support for our 
tribal college.”  
 
He also took that same message to House Representative Ben Ray Lujan’s staff, they confirmed to send an NTC 
support letter to the House leadership. 
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L to R: New Mexico Senator Jeff Bingaman and Navajo Nation	  
President Ben Shelly meet in Washington, D.C. on Friday.	  
	  




