
 

October 9, 2015 

BEGAYE APPLAUDS NEW MEXICO DELEGATION CALL FOR PROMPT ACTION ON 

NAVAJO EMERGENCY DECLARATION REQUEST 

WINDOW ROCK – President Russell Begaye today applauded members of the New Mexico 

congressional delegation for asking the White House to act on the Navajo Nation’s formal 

request for an Emergency Declaration due to the Gold King Mine spill. In a letter sent to 

President Barack Obama yesterday, Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich, and 

Representatives Steve Pearce, Ben Ray Lujan and Michelle Lujan Grisham urged the president to 

take prompt action on the Navajo Nation’s request. 

“I applaud Senators Tom Udall and Martin Heinrich, and Representatives Steve Pearce, Ben Ray 

Lujan and Michelle Lujan Grisham for calling for prompt action on our request for an 

Emergency Declaration due to the Gold King Mine Spill. This disaster has culturally and 

economically devastated our Nation and inflicted an enormous amount of pain and suffering on 

our people. 

“We need greater support from the Obama Administration to address the crisis and protect 

the livelihood of our farmers.  We hope that President Obama will listen to the bipartisan calls 

from members of the Arizona and New Mexico delegations to act quickly on our Emergency 

Declaration request.” 

Earlier this week, Arizona Senators John McCain and Jeff Flake sent a separate letter to 

President Obama asking for a swift review of the Navajo Nation’s request.  
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