
President Shelly approves $317,891 from UUFB to fund referendum

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—
The decision whether or not 
to amend Navajo fluency 
requirements for the presidency 
of the Navajo Nation will 
go before the Navajo people 
through a referendum.
     On standby to report before the 
N.M. House of Representatives 
on the gaming compact with the 
state, President Shelly’s first 
order of business at the Office of 
the President and Vice President 
this morning was to address the 
legislation passed by the 23rd 
Navajo Nation Council to fund 
more than $300,000 for the 
presidential election.
     With a stroke of his pen, 
President Shelly approved 
funding to hold a referendum 

vote on Navajo fluency 
requirements for the presidency.
     “There is no easy fix to the 
on-going election issue than 
a referendum to the Navajo 
people,” President Shelly said. 

“An issue as important and 
decisive as this, it is indeed in 
the best interest of the Navajo 
people for a referendum to 
begin the healing process.
     “I urge the Navajo Nation 
Council and the Navajo Election 
Administration to promptly hold 
a discussion regarding election 
events to establish a new 
timeline,” he added.
     During a special session on 
March 13, the Navajo Nation 
Council passed Resolution No. 
CMA-06-15, for approving 

supplemental funding from 
the Unreserved, Undesignated 
Fund Balance in the amount 
of  $317,891 for the Navajo 
Nation Election Administration 
business unit no. 101021 to fund 
the continuing 2014 Navajo 
Nation elections.
     The legislation came across 
the street to the Executive 
Branch for approval the same 
evening.
     Sponsored by delegate 
Dwight Witherspoon (Black 
Mesa, Forest Lake, Hardrock, 
Pinon, Whippoorwill), the 
bill was amended by delegate 
Leonard Tsosie (Baca/Prewitt, 
Casamero Lake, Counselor, 
Littlewater, Ojo Encino, Pueblo 
Pintado, Torreon, Whitehorse 

Lake), who proposed the funds 
be used for a referendum before 
the election.
     The council voted to approve 
the amended legislation by a 
vote of 12-8. 
     President Shelly maintained 
that the decision to amend 
the Navajo language fluency 
requirements for the election 
code lies in the hands of the 
people, as it should.
     “I maintain that the Navajo 
people are the governing 
authority,” President Shelly said. 












