
President Shelly executes line-item veto of Legislation No. CN-58-14

President Ben Shelly signs the line-item veto of Legislation No. CN-58-14. He said little has changed since he previously vetoed a bill to fund the tribal council’s 
legislative district assistants, which was previously submitted for almost $2 million. No budget was attached to the legislation for the administrative centers for 
the Navajo Division of Community Development. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—
On Dec. 10, President Shelly 
executed his line-item veto 
authority on Legislation No. CN-
58-14, which was for more than 
$1 million from the FY 2015 
general funds budget. 
     According to the tribal council 
resolution, $541,946 was for 
funding salaries of legislative 
district assistants and $500,00 
was for administrative service 
centers under the Navajo 
Division of Community 
Development. 
     On Sept. 15, President Shelly 
line-item vetoed the FY 2015 

comprehensive budget because 
of Navajo Nation Council’s 
concerns about salaries for 
politically appointed positions. 
The reasoning was that the 
money could best be used for 
direct services to the Navajo 
people.
     At that time, almost $2 
million was earmarked for the 
legislative district assistants to 
cover salaries, travel expenses 
and communications costs in the 
FY 2015 budget. Because little 
has changed since that initial 
veto, the new legislation to fund 
those positions was vetoed again 

by the president.
     “Little has changed since 
my last veto and as such, I 
hereby exercise my line-tem 
veto authority again,” President 
Shelly said. 
     The president’s decision to veto 
$500,00 for the administrative 
service centers was rooted in 
the fact that there was no budget 
attached to the legislation. The 
funding requested was in support 
of the decentralization initiative, 
which was a directive from the 
Budget and Finance Committee 
on July 5, 2013. 
     The decentralization was 

to transition from five Local 
Governance Support Centers at 
the agencies to 16 administrative 
support centers at the district 
level. 
     “No budget forms were 
attached. Additionally, the 
legislation does not indicate 
whether Council intends for 
unallocated general funds, 
supplemental funds or the excess 
indirect cost recovery funds to 
be used,” President Shelly said. 

“For these reasons, I must line-
item veto this $500,000.”

-30-














