
President Shelly vetoes Legislation No. CN-55-14, approves two other bills

President Shelly vetoed a request for $1.3 million from the UUFB for the Office 
of the Speaker to fund eyeglasses and burial assistance. He approved the name 
change for Navajo Mountain Chapter and the purchase of more than 67 acres 
of land in the Farmington area. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—On Dec. 5, President 
Ben Shelly exercised his line item veto authority for 
Legislation No. CN-55-14, which requested $1 million 
from the Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance for 
the Office of the Speaker to provide eyeglasses within 
in the five agencies of the Navajo Nation and $300,000 
in supplemental funding to provide burial assistance.
     “Providing eyeglasses for the youth and elders is of 
great importance, but the appropriate and capable agency 
to ensure proper distribution is the Navajo Division of 
Social Services, not the Office of the Speaker,” President 
Shelly said. 
     His reasons for vetoing the $300,000 supplemental 
funding request from the UUFB to fund burial assistance 
costs by the speaker’s office was the same.
     “Providing burial assistance to our low-income Navajo 
families is appropriate and of great importance,” President 
Shelly said. “However, the appropriate and capable agency 
to ensure proper distribution is the Navajo Division of 
Social Services, not the Office of the Speaker.”
     He said the Office of the President and Vice President 
would consider funding a similar supplemental legislation 
that would direct funds to the Division of Social Services. 

Currently, the division has offices located in all five 
agencies and already has programs in place for burial 
assistance and eyeglasses for low-income families.
     President Shelly approved Legislation No. CN-57-14. 
The bill requested $980,000 for the purchase of 67.39 
acres of land located in Farmington, N.M. from Rolling 
Mesa LLC.
     The purchase is in accordance with the Navajo Nation 
Land Acquisition Policy and has been in progress since 
Jan. 13, 2014, when the owner accepted the purchase 
price of $980,000. The land is located at the southwest 
junction of Highway 371 and N376 in Farmington. 
     The Navajo Nation Gaming Enterprise, Upper 
Fruitland Chapter and the Navajo Division of Economic 

“The appropriate and capable agency 
to ensure proper distribution is the 
Navajo Division of Social Services.”

Development will utilize the land for commercial 
development. 
     President Shelly also approved Legislation No. CN-
62-14. The bill requested a name change for Navajo 
Mountain Chapter to Naa’tsis’áán Chapter. 
     Navajo Mountain Chapter approved the name change 
request on Aug. 24, 2014 through Chapter Resolution No. 
NM008/323-14. The new name will be incorporated into 
all appropriate sections of the Navajo Nation Code and 
shall be recorded and reflected in all records maintained 
by the Navajo Nation. 
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