
President Shelly enacts amendments to criminal code of the Navajo Nation

Top, President Shelly signs the amendments to Title 17 of the Navajo Nation 
Code into law. Bottom, Law and Order Committee members listen to President 
Shelly express his concerns. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—
President Shelly enacted 
legislation on Dec. 1 to amend the 
Navajo Nation Criminal Code, 
provide Navajo language and 
culture assistance to residents 
in Phoenix, and execute the 
purchase of more than 67 acres 
of land in Farmington, N.M.
     CN-52-14, a bill amending the 
sentencing provisions of Title 17 
of the Navajo Nation Code, was 
signed into law. Efforts to amend 
this portion of the code have 
been ongoing since Jan. 2000, 
when the Navajo Nation Council 
eliminated imprisonment and 
fines for a number of criminal 
offenses.

     The new amendments restore 
some of those changes made in 
response to the lack of detention 
facilities. 
     “This is a good law,” President 
Shelly said. 
     Law and Order Committee 
members Alton Shepherd 
(Cornfields, Ganado, Jeddito, 
Kinlichee, Steamboat) and 
Edmund Yazzie (Church 
Rock, Iyanbito, Mariano Lake, 
Pinedale, Smith Lake Thoreau 
joined President Shelly for the 
signing and expressed gratitude.
     “I just want to say thank 
you. First and foremost, it was 
a team effort and I appreciate 
the task force,” Shepherd said. 

“Now that the jails are adequate, 
we need to update the criminal 
code to where it is, including 
giving the judges a little bit more 
flexibility.”
     “President, thank you,” Yazzie 
said. 
     The new construction of 
additional detention facilities 
has provided the Nation an 
opportunity to address violent 
and serious crimes committed 
within tribal jurisdiction. These 
are offenses not prosecuted by 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 
     On July 23, 2012, the Law and 
Order Committee established 
a task force to review the 
sentencing provisions for the 
criminal code. The task force 
hosted public hearings and a 
radio forum for their outreach 
efforts. Public sentiment was for 
stronger sentencing provisions. 
     The amendments were 
made for enforcement, general 
provisions, sentencing, offenses, 
and penalties. The 132-page 
bill also includes amendments 
correlating to changes in the 
Navajo Nation Council standing 
committees resulting from the 
88-to-24-member reduction.
     President Shelly also signed 
into law CN-53-14, which 
provides $148,325 from the 
Unreserved, Undesignated 
Fund Balance for the Phoenix 
Indian Center to provide 
Navajo language and culture 
classes, information seminars 
and social services for tribal 
members residing in the Phoenix 
metropolitan area. 
     A non-profit entity, the Indian 
Center relies on funding from 
the Arizona Inter-Tribal Trust 
Fund, especially the Navajo 
Trust Funds to provide services 
to more than 4,000 Navajos 

living in the city that utilize their 
services. 
     The UUFB funds will 
cover the salary of two Navajo 
staff working for the Indian 
Center to continue providing 
Navajo language and culture 
opportunities for urban Navajos. 
     BN-57-14 was also signed 
into law by President Shelly 
to provide $980,000 in closing 
costs for the purchase of 67.39 
acres of land in accordance 
with the tribal Land Acquisition 
Policy.
     The land, previously owned 
by Rolling Mesa, LLC, is 
located at the southwest junction 
of Highway 371 and N376 in 
Farmington. The owner agreed 
upon the fair market value 
purchase price of $980,000 on 
Jan. 13, 2014. Funds to purchase 
the land will come from the FY 
2014 Land Acquisition Trust 
Fund.
     The Navajo Nation 
Gaming Enterprise, Upper 
Fruitland Chapter and Navajo 
Nation Division of Economic 
Development will utilize the land 
for commercial development. 
The next step is to put the land 
into trust status. 
     President Shelly vetoed 
Legislation No. CN-56-14. The 
legislation would have amended 
Title 5 of the Navajo Nation 
Code to authorize the formation 
of a low-profit LLC. However, 
the president said the uncertainty 
and confusion of the business 
structure played a factor in his 
decision to veto the legislation. 
     He had particular concerns 
with the lack of amendments 
to the internal revenue code to 
reflect the LLC structure. 
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