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Veterans Advisory Council, Fort Defiance Agency Veterans Organization, Northern Agency
Veterans Organization, and Central Agency Veterans Organization.
Delegate Kieyoomia, who served as the Commander for the Fort Defiance Agency Veterans
Organization when the group passed its supporting resolution, also shared his disappointment
with President Begaye’s veto action.
“It’s unfortunate the president of the Navajo Nation continues to deny support for the Navajo
veterans’ initiatives to self-govern and to have a voice. President Begay has vetoed the Navajo
Veterans Advisory Council’s budget and funding for additional critical Veterans Administration
staff positions,” stated Delegate Kieyoomia.
In the veto memorandum, President Begaye also stated that he believes there should be input
sought from all five Navajo agencies in regards to the legislation through public forums.
Delegate Kieyoomia questioned how the Navajo Veterans Administration is supposed to conduct
public forums when President Begaye is not willing to fund the technical support needed to do so.
“Overall, Navajo veterans are in need of reform that encompasses accountability and
transparency with the Navajo Veterans Administration and the Executive Branch – this was the
intent in the creation of the Navajo Veterans Advisory Council, but due to the lack of consultation,
advisement, and an open door policy on the part of the president, Navajo veterans still have no
voice,” added Delegate Kieyoomia.
Delegate Begay and Delegate Kieyoomia said they want to reassure Navajo veterans that they will
introduce a legislation to override the veto of President Russell Begaye, and hope to see their
Council colleagues vote in support of the override. In October, the Navajo Nation Council
unanimously approved the legislation by a vote of 19-0.
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