
22nd NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL |  Office of the Speaker 

MEDIA CONTACTS 
Jared Touchin  |  928.221.9253 

Krista Thompson  |  928.637.5603 
Jolene Holgate  |  928.380.4174 

             nnlb.communications@gmail.com 
 

	
  

	
  
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 6, 2013 
 
 

Law	
  and	
  Order	
  Committee	
  approves	
  follow-­‐up	
  	
  
report	
  on	
  operation	
  and	
  maintenance	
  of	
  judicial	
  facilities	
  

	
  
WINDOW	
  ROCK	
  –	
  On	
  Monday,	
  the	
  Law	
  and	
  Order	
  Committee	
  approved	
  a	
  follow-­‐up	
  report	
  on	
  the	
  
operation	
  and	
  maintenance	
  of	
  the	
  judicial	
  facilities	
  on	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation.	
  

Judicial	
  Branch	
  director	
  of	
  Special	
  Projects	
  M.	
  Theresa	
  Hopkins,	
  stated	
  that	
  her	
  office	
  and	
  the	
  
Navajo	
  Nation	
  Office	
  of	
  Management	
  and	
  Budget	
  are	
  currently	
  developing	
  proposals	
  for	
  
supplemental	
  funding	
  for	
  operation	
  and	
  maintenance	
  costs	
  from	
  the	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Indian	
  Affairs.	
  	
  

“In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  operation	
  and	
  maintenance	
  costs,	
  we	
  are	
  finding	
  that	
  the	
  new	
  facilities	
  are	
  
equipped	
  with	
  advanced	
  high-­‐tech	
  software	
  that	
  manages	
  systems	
  such	
  as	
  heating,	
  ventilation,	
  
air	
  conditioning,	
  and	
  electronic	
  locking	
  systems	
  in	
  the	
  detention	
  facilities,”	
  said	
  Hopkins,	
  “and	
  we	
  
need	
  additional	
  funding	
  to	
  maintain	
  the	
  servers	
  and	
  software.”	
  

LOC	
  member	
  Council	
  Delegate	
  Elmer	
  Begay	
  (Dilkon,	
  Greasewood	
  Springs,	
  Indian	
  Wells,	
  Teesto,	
  
Whitecone)	
  urged	
  LOC	
  members	
  to	
  advocate	
  for	
  additional	
  funding	
  from	
  Congress.	
  

“We	
  need	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  needs	
  for	
  the	
  judicial	
  complexes	
  and	
  advocate	
  for	
  federal	
  funding	
  
from	
  Congress,”	
  said	
  Delegate	
  Begay.	
  

According	
  to	
  the	
  report,	
  four	
  packet	
  proposals	
  were	
  submitted	
  to	
  the	
  BIA	
  for	
  operation	
  and	
  
maintenance	
  costs	
  for	
  the	
  Dilkon	
  judicial	
  center.	
  However,	
  Hopkins	
  stated	
  that	
  her	
  office	
  is	
  still	
  
awaiting	
  information	
  as	
  to	
  when	
  the	
  funds	
  will	
  be	
  received	
  and	
  released.	
  	
  

The	
  current	
  request	
  for	
  additional	
  funding	
  can	
  compensate	
  for	
  the	
  operation	
  and	
  maintenance	
  
shortfalls	
  for	
  the	
  other	
  judicial	
  complexes	
  that	
  are	
  completed	
  or	
  near	
  completion.	
  

LOC	
  vice	
  chair	
  Council	
  Delegate	
  Alton	
  Joe	
  Shepherd	
  (Jeddito,	
  Cornfields,	
  Ganado,	
  Kin	
  Dah	
  Lichii,	
  
Steamboat)	
  said	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  that	
  the	
  supplemental	
  funding	
  come	
  from	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  
to	
  hold	
  them	
  accountable	
  to	
  their	
  trust	
  responsibility	
  with	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation.	
  

“After	
  we	
  lobby	
  for	
  funding	
  from	
  Congress,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  that	
  we	
  all	
  come	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  table	
  to	
  
prepare	
  for	
  the	
  funding	
  and	
  its	
  finalization	
  if	
  we	
  receive	
  any	
  awards,”	
  said	
  Delegate	
  Shepherd.	
  



At	
  the	
  conclusion	
  of	
  the	
  LOC	
  meeting,	
  Delegate	
  Shepherd	
  reminded	
  committee	
  members	
  that	
  the	
  
FY2016	
  federal	
  funding	
  proposal	
  deadline	
  is	
  in	
  Feb.	
  2014	
  and	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  judicial	
  complexes	
  
need	
  to	
  be	
  kept	
  in	
  mind.	
  	
  

LOC	
  voted	
  2-­‐0	
  to	
  accept	
  the	
  report.	
  	
  

#	
  #	
  #	
  
For	
  news	
  on	
  the	
  latest	
  legislative	
  branch	
  activities,	
  please	
  visit	
  www.navajonationcouncil.org	
  	
  

	
  


