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David Dunning of Fluor Corporation, front left, and Dirk Straussfeld of Desert Rock Energy Project 
sign an agreement Sept. 7 to select Fluor as the contractor to build the Desert Rock Power Plant. 

Witnessing the signing is Diné Power Authority General Manager Steven Begay, Navajo Nation 
President Joe Shirley, Jr., and DPA Board members Harrison Benally, Andrew Simpson, Tim 

Goodluck, and Norman John 

           
           
           
           
  
 

 

Fluor Corp. signs agreement to build Desert Rock Energy Project, 
Navajo President Joe Shirley, Jr., calls it step to independence 
 
 

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. – Navajo Nation President Joe 
Shirley, Jr., today welcomed the Fluor Corporation as the 
contractor selected to build the $3 billion Desert Rock 
Energy Project. 
 
Fluor Vice President for Business 
Development David Dunning signed 
an agreement with Desert Rock 
Executive Vice President Dirk 
Straussfeld to design and build the 
1,500-megawatt plant over the next 
four years. 
 
The Desert Rock Project is a joint 
development effort of the Navajo 
Nation's Diné Power Authority and 
Sithe Global Power, LLC of Houston, 
Texas. 
 
“This is something we’ve been talking 
about and planning for many years 
now, and finally we’re bringing it to 
fruition,” President Shirley said. “As 
president of the Navajo Nation, I don’t 
like my people being dependent – 
dependent on anybody.” 
 
He said at one time the Navajos were 
known as very independent, very fierce and very proud.  
 
“Along the way that was taken away from us, and now we 
have a good shot at getting it back,” he said. “Desert 
Rock is one of the ways, one of the means, of getting 
back our independence, standing on our own two feet. 
And that’s the way it should be. That was the way the 
Creator created us – independent, sovereign.” 
  
The project will provide more than $50 million annually to 
the Navajo Nation while providing thousands of 
construction jobs and more than 400 permanent jobs for 

Navajo workers.  It also creates an opportunity for the 
Navajo Nation to acquire an ownership stake in the 
project. 

 
Mr. Straussfeld said Fluor is a company that is large 
enough and capable enough to realize Desert Rock. 
 
“This construction project here is probably the largest 
construction project in the desert Southwest,” he said.  
 
Mr. Dunning said Fluor Corporation has designed and 
built 204 plants, representing more than $2 billion of 
project volume in New Mexico and Arizona. He said it has 
designed 51 power plants in the last eight years.   
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The company is the only publicly-traded engineering 
construction company that has an investment credit 
rating, and it leads the industry in safety, with a record 11 
times better than any other in the United States, he said. 
 
He said the project will require 10 million hours of work by 
more than 2,800 workers over four years.  
 
“We stand prepared to deliver on a world-class power 
generation project that will be the most environmentally-
efficient plant in the United States,” Mr. Dunning said. 
“Once completed, Desert Rock will have the lowest 
emissions of any coal-fired power plant operating in the 
United States.” 
 
The Desert Rock Project will be a 1,500-megawatt super-
critical, low-sulfur, coal-fired power plant that includes 
Best Available Control Technology (BACT) to minimize 
plant emissions, improve plant efficiency and reduce 
water consumption. According to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, when built, Desert Rock will have the 
lowest emissions of any coal-fired power plant in the 

U.S., including a 15-to-20 percent reduction in carbon 
dioxide emissions. The project will also be hybrid-air-
cooled, reducing water use by 80 percent. 
 
In addition, Desert Rock has committed to financially 
support additional emission reductions projects at 
regional energy projects and to reduce mercury of at least 
80 percent in accordance with a MOU signed with the 
Navajo Nation EPA. 
 
The Dine Power Authority was established as an 
enterprise by the Navajo Nation Council to promote the 
Navajo Nation’s development of energy resources. This 
project would represent a substantial economic 
development for the Navajo Nation. 
 
For more information, contact Frank Maisano, Desert 
Rock, at 202-997-5932, Keith Stephens or Steve Roth at 
Fluor Corporation at 469- 398-7624. 
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