


President Shelly thanks Navajo people, issues holiday message for peace and unity

President Shelly thanks the Navajo people. He said to have a safe and enjoyable holiday season. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—Across the country, Nov. is 
celebrated as Native American Heritage Month. It is a time of 
celebration and reflection on the sacrifices our ancestors made for 
us to be where we are today.
     For the Navajo people, our traditional New Year began in Oct., 
during the time of the annual harvest season. As we transition 
into winter, it will be a time for coyote stories and a chance to 
share with our younger generation the origin of our people and 
culture, as told through the adventures of the Navajo Hero Twins.
     We have much to be thankful for this holiday season. As the 
largest land based tribe in the country, we often set the tone for 
the rest of Indian Country to follow. Our sophisticated form of 
government continues to evolve as new challenges emerge to test 
the strength of our Nation.
     Vice President Rex Lee Jim and I want to say thank you for 
allowing us to serve as your leaders over the past four years. 
We are thankful for this blessing to serve our Navajo people and 
move this Nation forward. Let us remain respectful and peaceful 
during this shift in our presidential election. The teachings of our 
elders will bring us forward.
     The $554 million settlement agreement is a tremendous 
blessing for our Navajo Nation. We must have due diligence for 
the investment of these funds on behalf of the Navajo people. 
Their voice must be included in the decision making process 
before a single penny of the settlement is spent. 

     Let us be thankful for Diné bizaad, the Navajo language, 
which brought our people from the darkness of the Emergence to 
the Glittering World of today. Let us never forget how our brave 
Navajo Code Talkers used Diné bizaad to save our earth from 
the ravages of World War II. Our people have survived the most 
tumultuous times because of our language and traditions that 
have withstood the test of time.
     We are here today because of the Ana’í Ndáá’ (Enemy Way) 
and Hózhó ojí (Blessing Way) ceremonies. Diné bizaad and its 
use is true Navajo sovereignty. The Diyin Diné (Holy People) 
gave us this language to speak and use as Nahoká Diné (Holy 
Earth People). 
     Let us never forget Diné bizaad and be thankful for our great 
Navajo Nation, from Sisnaajiní to Tsoodził to Dook’o’osłííd to 
Dibé Nitsaa, the Four Sacred Mountains that protect us and will 
take us forward for generations to come. 
     As you sit down to break bread with family and friends, 
remember the many Navajo veterans that cannot be with us at the 
dinner table because they are serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Let us remember them in our prayers. Be sure to also check on 
your elders and ensure they have enough heat, food and water for 
the winter. They need our help.
     Thank you for allowing our administration to serve you. We 
are very proud to serve this great Navajo Nation and our people. 
Have a wonderful holiday season and take care of each other.



President Shelly signs Healthy Dine’ Nation Act of 2014 into law

Top, President Shelly signs the Healthy Dine’ Nation Act of 2014 into law. Bottom, 
Jonathan Nez gives his appreciation. (Photos by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.— 
Navajo Nation President Ben 
Shelly, with a stroke of his pen, 
signed the Healthy Dine’ Nation 
Act of 2014 into law today and 
changed the dynamics for the 
war on diabetes. 
     His decision to enact Legislation 
No. CN-54-14 and amend Title 
24 of the Navajo Nation Code 
came after negotiations with 
council delegates and food 
advocacy groups to ensure the 
proper monitoring provisions 
were included.
     When the legislation was first 
presented, President Shelly’s 

concerns with definitions of 
junk food and the monitoring 
processes of tax collections 
resulted in a veto. At the time, he 
called the Healthy Dine’ Nation 
Act progressive and asked for 
further clarification. 
     “This administration has 
advocated for healthy living 
since we took office. Vice 
President Jim has run across this 
great Nation all four years of our 
administration,” President Shelly 
said. “Today, I am signing this 
legislation into law to continue 
our commitment to healthy 
lifestyles for our people.

     “Diabetes is an enemy that 
we will conquer by fighting this 
war together,” he added.
     The amendments to Title 24 
of the Navajo Nation Code will 
be imposed upon gross receipts 
at a rate of two percent upon 
minimal-to-no-nutritional value 
food items sold. 
     The revenues generated from 
the sales tax may be utilized for 
community wellness projects 
such as farming, vegetable 
gardens, greenhouses, farmers 
markets, clean water, exercise 
equipment, health classes and 
more. 
     Legislation sponsor Danny 
Simpson (Becenti, Crownpoint, 
Huerfano, Lake Valley, Nageezi, 
Nahodishgish, Standing Rock, 
White Rock) and co-sponsor 
Jonathan Nez (Navajo Mountain, 
Oljato, Shonto, Tsah Bii Kin) 
joined supporters of the 
legislation at the Office of the 

“This administration has 
advocated for healthy 

living since we took office.”
President and Vice President for 
the signing.
     Simpson said, “From the 
bottom of my heart, thank 
you, Mr. President. I think 
we compromised on (the 
legislation).”
     Denisa Livingston, a member 
of the Dine’ Community 
Advocacy Alliance, said food 
is not only a material pleasure, 
but nourishment for our bodies, 
minds and spirit. 
     “Eating well is what will 
sustain and empower us for the 
generations to come. From this 
day forward, we will move from 

being a food desert and return 
to being a food oasis,” she said.
     Livingston called the signing 
a “historical event” and praised 
the president for his decision to 
enact the legislation.
     “Again, you are leading 
the way, Mr. President, across 
the world and across Indian 
Country. We thank you for your 
commitment, your leadership 
and your dedication to a 
healthy Dine’ Nation. Ahe’hee,” 
Livingston said.
     Nez echoed Livingston’s 
sentiments and called members 
of the Alliance “champions” that 
never gave up. 
     “Many of our young people 
out there don’t have the tools 
to make the healthy and wise 
decisions on living more healthy 
and active lifestyles,” Nez said. 

“Again, you’re leading the way, 
Mr. President, across the world 
and across Indian Country.”

     Deborah Cayedito, another 
member of the Alliance, said she 
was raised as a farm worker and 
understood the purpose of food. 
     “We are making historical 
movements,” she said, adding, 

“and from the gathering of data 
that we’ve done, we can take 
it back home and start youth 
planters and teach them how to 
plant.”
     The seed has been planted and 
the war against diabetes on the 
Navajo Nation continues.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 18, 2014 
 
 

Council	
  to	
  donate	
  turkeys	
  to	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  senior	
  centers	
  

WINDOW	
  ROCK	
  –	
  For	
  the	
  upcoming	
  Thanksgiving	
  holiday,	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Council	
  will	
  be	
  
donating	
  turkeys	
  to	
  82	
  senior	
  centers	
  across	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Nation,	
  to	
  support	
  elderly	
  programs	
  that	
  
work	
  and	
  care	
  for	
  Diné	
  senior	
  citizens.	
  

The	
  Navajo	
  Nation	
  Office	
  of	
  the	
  Speaker	
  is	
  collaborating	
  with	
  the	
  Navajo	
  Area	
  Agency	
  on	
  Aging	
  to	
  
distribute	
  the	
  turkeys	
  to	
  the	
  senior	
  centers	
  in	
  all	
  five	
  Navajo	
  Agencies.	
  	
  	
  

Speaker	
  Pro	
  Tem	
  LoRenzo	
  Bates	
  (Nenahnezad,	
  Newcomb,	
  San	
  Juan,	
  Tiis	
  Tsoh	
  Sikaad,	
  
Tse’Daa’Kaan,	
  Upper	
  Fruitland)	
  stressed	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  caring	
  for	
  Navajo	
  elderly	
  through	
  the	
  
NAAA	
  program.	
  

“The	
  Navajo	
  elderly	
  are	
  the	
  vessels	
  to	
  our	
  cultural	
  heritage,	
  knowledge,	
  and	
  language,”	
  said	
  Pro	
  
Tem	
  Bates.	
  “It	
  is	
  our	
  responsibility	
  to	
  care	
  for	
  the	
  elders	
  and	
  ensure	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  aid	
  programs	
  that	
  
support	
  this	
  effort.”	
  

Pro	
  Tem	
  Bates	
  commended	
  NAAA	
  staff	
  for	
  providing	
  services	
  to	
  Navajo	
  elderly	
  on	
  a	
  daily	
  basis,	
  
adding	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  challenging	
  job	
  that	
  takes	
  a	
  special	
  type	
  of	
  work	
  force	
  to	
  carry	
  out	
  the	
  job	
  
efficiently.	
  

Council	
  Delegate	
  Jonathan	
  Hale	
  (Oak	
  Springs,	
  St.	
  Michaels)	
  also	
  expressed	
  gratitude	
  to	
  the	
  Navajo	
  
elderly	
  for	
  their	
  valuable	
  contribution	
  in	
  promoting	
  cultural	
  knowledge	
  in	
  Navajo	
  homes.	
  	
  

“Aside	
  from	
  the	
  many	
  issues	
  that	
  face	
  the	
  Navajo	
  people,	
  here	
  is	
  but	
  a	
  small	
  token	
  of	
  appreciation	
  
and	
  thankfulness	
  to	
  the	
  elders	
  for	
  their	
  teachings	
  and	
  perseverance	
  to	
  their	
  families	
  for	
  carrying	
  
on	
  Navajo	
  traditions,”	
  said	
  Delegate	
  Hale.	
  

Senior	
  center	
  representatives	
  are	
  asked	
  to	
  contact	
  Bernita	
  Wheeler	
  at	
  NAAA	
  at	
  (928)	
  729-­‐4520	
  to	
  
make	
  arrangements	
  to	
  pick	
  up	
  the	
  turkeys.	
  	
  

#	
  #	
  #	
  
For	
  news	
  on	
  the	
  latest	
  legislative	
  branch	
  activities,	
  please	
  visit	
  www.navajonationcouncil.org	
  



President Shelly enacts NPEA legislation, signs executive order for disabled

Top, President Shelly signs amendments to the Navajo Preference in Employment 
Act into law on Nov. 17. Bottom, President Shelly signs Navajo Nation Executive 
Order No. 14-2014 to provide accessibility and services to disabled Navajos across 
the Nation. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—President Shelly signed into 
law amendments to the Navajo Preference in Employment 
Act.
     Legislation No. CO-48-14 was approved on Nov. 17 to 
streamline the grievance process for employees and make 
changes to the Personnel Policies Manual. It also provides 
reporting requirements by all employers on the Navajo 
Nation, as required by the Office of Navajo Labor Relations.
     President Shelly said the legislation addresses many 
longstanding issues of employee grievances and statutes 
of limitations to address those grievances.
     “We heard reports that Office of Navajo Labor Relations 

had a caseload of 125 cases per year,” President Shelly 
said. “These new amendments to the Navajo Preference 
in Employment Act address those needs.”
     Other areas amended by the legislation include monitoring 
and enforcement, remedies and sanctions, grievance 
procedure of tribal employees, Navajo Nation Supreme 
Court appeals, and remedies and enforcement of awards. 
     The effective date for the amendments to be enacted is 
Jan. 1, 2015. 
     On the same day, President Shelly also signed Executive 
Order No. 14-2014: “Ensuring the rights of Navajos with 
disabilities to full access to all Navajo buildings and 
services.”
     The Navajo Nation Advisory Council on Disability and 
council delegate Danny Simpson joined the president for 
the impromptu signing ceremony at the Navajo Nation 
State Room.
     “We have been working hard on addressing the needs 
of our disabled Navajos during this administration,” said 
President Shelly.
     He explained that the disabled Navajo population is truly 
the “forgotten people,” a label many different segments 
of the population have tried to claim through the years. 
President Shelly said that population is also expanding, 
as many veterans are returning home from combat with 
disabilities.
     The executive order focuses on ensuring accessibility 
for the disabled at Navajo Nation government offices, 
buildings, chapter houses and businesses. These accessibility 
standards include reasonable alterations to services, polices 
and procedures to ensure that people with disabilities can 
benefit from the facilities and services. 
     Delegate Simpson praised the president’s efforts in 
addressing the needs of disabled Navajos, including the 
enactment of the Navajo Nation Guardianship Act earlier 
this summer. 
     “We want to say thank you for all your help to get this 
thing done,” Simpson said.
     The executive order was sent to Navajo Nation Attorney 
General Harrison Tsosie for his attestation.
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
Services Rendered by NN, Utilize NTU and DC  

The Navajo Nation President Ben Shelly and Vice President Rex Lee Jim signing EXECUTIVE NO. 11-2014—Utilizing 
Professional Development Services of Diné College and Navajo Technical University. 

1

Window Rock, AZ—On November 6, 2014, The 
Navajo Nation President Ben Shelly and Vice 
President Rex Lee Jim signed EXECUTIVE ORDER 
NO. 11-2014—Utilizing Professional Development 
Services of Diné College and Navajo Technical 
University, a mark able point in history for Navajo 
Nation’s higher education system.  

Our administration is committed to Growing 
Our Own by ensuring training, research development, 
feasibility studies, internship opportunities, 
scholarships, teacher training, strengthen the Navajo 
Nation government and build the capacity of Diné 
College and Navajo Technical University. “It is 
through our higher education institutions that we can 
start to build a nation with educated Navajos who will 
be leading and operating this Nation long after I am 
out of office,” Vice President Jim expounds. The 
Navajo Nation Executive Branch and its departments, 
divisions and programs, will utilize Diné College and 

2

Navajo Technical University to provide professional 
development services when applicable, including, but 
not limited to: consultancy, business proposals, grant 
proposals, conjunctional grant submittals, internal 
program/department/division organizational 
restructure, and research services, which will promote 
the “Grow Our Own Initiative.” 

It is with this executive order we start to build 
a stronger partnership with our Higher Education 
Institutions, where we can start to develop an Office 
of Higher Education, the Navajo Nation Higher 
Education Agenda, align our institutions so they are 
not competing with each other, and to shape policy to 
ensure academic success is a priority of the nation.       
 







22nd NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL |  Office of the Speaker 

MEDIA CONTACTS 
Jared Touchin  |  928.221.9253 

Jolene Holgate  |  928.380.4174 
 Chrissy Largo  |  928.637.5603 

             nnlb.communications@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 12, 2014 
 

 

Language requirement override to be considered during special session 
Special Session to be live-streamed  

WINDOW ROCK –  With a vote of 12-5, Naabik’iyátí’ Committee members today moved Legislation 

No. 0309-14 forward to the Council with a “do pass” recommendation with no amendments. 

 

The bill, which is scheduled to be considered by Council during a two-day special session that 

begins on Thursday, seeks to override President Ben Shelly’s veto of a resolution which would 

amend language requirements for elected officials within the Navajo Election Code. 

 

The Council approved a legislation to amend the language requirements on Oct. 24, however, the 

resolution was later vetoed by President Shelly. 

 

Legislation sponsor Council Delegate Leonard Tsosie (Baca/Prewitt, Casamero Lake, Counselor, 

Littlewater, Ojo Encino, Pueblo Pintado, Torreon, Whitehorse Lake), said that if the override is 

successful he believes the amended requirements could be applied to the upcoming special 

election to decide the presidency.  

 

“This could help the disenfranchised voters,” stated Delegate Tsosie, referring to votes casted by 

Navajo voters prior to the General Election held on Nov. 4.  

 

The legislation approved on Oct. 24, included language stating, “Language proficiency shall be 

determined by the People voting in favor of the person upon the right and freedom of the Diné to 

choose their leaders.”  

 

Delegate Tsosie urged his colleagues to approve the override, describing the proposed 

amendments as “a form of a referendum because you’re giving the choice to the people.”  

 

To override the veto will require two-thirds approval from the Council.  

 

The Council is scheduled to begin its two-day special session on Nov. 13 and 14, beginning at 

10:00 a.m. in the Council Chamber in Window Rock.  

 

The special session will be live-streamed via the Council’s designated Ustream channel. To view 

tomorrow’s session, please visit ustream.tv then click “watch” near the bottom of the home page, 

and search for “Navajo Nation Council” in the search box.  

 

To view the proposed agenda, please visit navajonationcouncil.org and click the “Meetings” tab.  
 

# # # 



President Shelly salutes past, present and future Navajo veterans

Top, saluting Navajo veterans at Navajo Veterans Park in Window Rock. Bottom, 
the names of Navajo veterans who paid the ultimate sacrifice are listed on the 
KIA Wall on the east side of the park. This year, 11 names from Navajo veterans 
killed in action since 2003 will be added to the wall. (Photos by Rick Abasta)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—Thank you, veterans.
     Navajo veterans proudly served in the Army, Air Force, Marines 
and Navy since World War I to our most recent war in Afghanistan. 
     Navajos have always answered the call to war without hesitation. 
The most famous are the Navajo Code Talkers, who saved the world 
from destruction through the use of Diné bizaad, the Navajo language.
     Navajo Nation President Ben Shelly salutes these brave men and 
women for their faithful service to the U.S. and the Navajo Nation. 
Let us honor them respectfully on Veteran’s Day, he said.
     “Ahe’hee to our brave Navajo veterans for their faithful service. 
We appreciate your service to our great Navajo Nation,” President 
Shelly said. “We must do more to meet your needs with health care, 
employment and housing.
     “On behalf of a grateful Nation, we salute and honor you on 
this day,” he added.

     The Navajo Department of Veterans Affairs is hosting a Veteran’s 
Day celebration on Tuesday at Navajo Veterans Park in Window 
Rock, beginning at 7:30 a.m. and ending at 2:45 p.m.
     The department continues housing construction across all five 
agencies of the Navajo Nation. They will construct 75 homes this 
year and the same amount the following three years for a total of 
300 new homes for Navajo veterans.
     The veterans housing initiative is for one, two and three bedroom 
homes. Fifteen homes per agency will be constructed each year.
     President Shelly said this housing initiative is important to 
address homelessness and substandard housing conditions many 
veterans face on the Navajo Nation. Post traumatic stress syndrome 
and physical disabilities are other areas that need attention, he said.
     For the Veteran’s Day celebration, the Twin Warriors Society 
will post colors and Miss Navajo Nation McKeon Dempsey will 
sing the National Anthem in Navajo.
     The daylong celebration will feature guest speakers and a ceremony 
honoring Navajo veterans killed in action. The eastern side of the 
park features the KIA Wall, which lists the names of veterans killed 
in battle. Eleven names will be added to the wall this year for those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice since 2003.
     President Shelly and Speaker Pro Temp Bates will honor veterans 
with a wreath of honor ceremony at the KIA Wall. During this time, 
the Navajo Nation Band will be performing “Taps” to honor those 
lost in battle.
     Edsel Pete, department manager for NDVA, said the first 50 
people to the event are going to receive duffel bags. The first 150 
people will also get a ticket for lunch.
     He said the memorandum of understanding with Indian Health 
Services will be discussed and that representatives from IHS will 
be available to answer questions. The Veterans Affairs Vet Mobile 
will also be onsite for services. This mobile hospital travels across 
the Navajo Nation to provide veterans with limited medical services 
and screenings.
     “Sharon Manuelito from the Navajo Department of Veterans 
Affairs will provide a presentation on homelessness,” Pete said. “The 
Navajo Nation Band will also be performing music during lunch.”
     Pete is the new department manager for NDVA, after the retirement 
of David Nez in Oct. He previously served as the administrative 
services officer for two years before his promotion. 
     The event is open to the public. 

-30-



$554 million Presidential Town Hall Meeting finale postponed

President Shelly spoke to residents of Chinle Chapter on Oct. 22 during the 
Presidential Town Hall Meeting on the $554 million settlement. The Executive 
Branch shared information on tribal processes on how to construct a building, 
build a road, and obtain necessary clearances. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—The Presidential Town Hall Meeting finale for the $554 million settlement has been 
canceled until further notice.

Originally scheduled for Nov. 12 at the Window Rock Sports Center, the meeting was canceled to a later date, 
which will be announced.

Over the past month, the Executive Branch held town hall meetings at all five agencies across the Navajo Nation. 
The finale is going to be a culmination of all the public comments gathered from the agencies, which will be 
compiled into a report.

The report will be shared with the Legislative Branch, which has also been hosting public hearings on the $554 
million settlement. 

President Shelly gave the directive to host town hall meetings for public feedback to Executive Branch and Office 
of the President and Vice President staff in May 2014, when news of the $554 million settlement was initially 
made.

The settlement has been received by the Navajo Nation and is currently accruing interest in a bank account until 
plans are finalized on how to invest or utilize the funds.

-30-



President Shelly signs Navajo Department of Health Act into law

President Ben Shelly signs the Navajo Department of Health Act into law on 
Nov. 6, along with Vice President Jim. The legislation is a big step for Navajo 
self-determination. (Photo by Deswood Tome)

     WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—
Navajo Nation President Ben 
Shelly signed the Navajo 
Department of Health Act 
into law on Nov. 6, 2014. 
     He said the legislation 
is an unprecedented step 
for a tribal nation in self-
determination.
     “This legislation affirms 
the Nation’s sovereignty by 
recognizing the Nation’s 
authority to determine what 
is in the best interest of our 
people’s health care in the 
future,” President Shelly 
said.
     The legislation amends 
an outdated 20-year-old law 
that only saw changes in 
piecemeal efforts. By joining 
other tribes exercising self-
determination through 
the compaction and 
contracting of specific 
health programs, the Navajo 
Nation established its own 
Epidemiology Center. 

     When the administration 
took office in Jan. 2011, Vice 
President Rex Lee Jim was 
tasked with responsibility 
over health and education. 
Over the course of the 
administration, he has 
worked on the tribal, state 
and federal level to protect 
the interests of the Navajo 
Nation. 
     “We firmly believe 
we are a sovereign nation 
and as a sovereign nation, 
there are certain essential 
governmental functions 
that we cannot, should 
not, ever give away to 
other sovereigns, entities 
and organizations,” Vice 
President Jim said. “These 
are basic governmental 
functions.
     “One is our ability to 
regulate and monitor 
programs within the Navajo 
Nation’s jurisdiction,” he 
added.

     The Navajo Department 
of Health will ensure the 
public health service needs 
are met through assessment, 
policy development and 
assurance. The department 
will diagnose and investigate 
health problems and 
health hazards in Navajo 
communities.
     President Shelly said, 

“(The department) will 
develop policies and plans 
that support individual and 
community health efforts. 
The department will enforce 
laws and regulations passed 
to protect health and ensure 
safety.”
     Vice President Jim said 
this effort wouldn’t happen 
overnight. Instead, it will 
take a number of years and 
a lot of hard work to make 
sure they are completed.
     “This means we will have 
to build capacity. We will 
have to hire new people who 
are experts in policymaking, 
who are experienced in 
rulemaking,” he said.
     The importance of 
consultations and public 
hear ings  cannot  be 
stressed enough, he added, 
because the participation 
from stakeholders will be 
instrumental in crafting 
language that provides fair 
regulations.
     In addition to working 
with health care providers on 
the tribal, state and federal 

levels, the department will 
also work toward another 
historic step, the creation of 
the first tribally administered 
Medicaid agency.
     A recent study by the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services found 
that it is feasible for the 
Navajo Nation to operate 
its own Medicaid agency to 
ensure the Navajo people 
receive uniform coverage, 
regardless of the state they 
reside in.
     President Shelly said the 
legislation does not authorize 
the Department of Health to 
intercept or impede existing 
self-governance funding for 
contracted and compacted 
facilities on the Nation. 
The same holds true for the 
regulation of traditional 
practitioners and the use of 
traditional medicine.
     Vice President Jim said 
the Navajo Department of 
Health will not only regulate 
health care facilities and 638 
programs, but also health 
codes at restaurants and 
safety codes from swimming 
pools at hotels on the Navajo 
Nation. The legislation is all 
encompassing.

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 04, 2014

Department for Self Reliance Public Hearings

Window Rock, Ariz. - The Department for Self Reliance (DSR) will be conducting Public Hearings to present and obtain public 
input on the Navajo Nation’s Tribal Family Assistance Plan (TFAP) for the upcoming three-year period of October 1, 2015 to 
September 30, 2018.

The TFAP outlines and defines how the Navajo Nation’s DSR plans to provide Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
assistance and services, including eligibility criteria, service area, work participation requirements, approved work activities, 
support services, and sanctions for non-compliance.

The DSR is encouraging the public and their Stakeholders to participate and provide comments at the Public Hearings in regards 
to the changes of the proposed three-year TFAP for the TANF program. The comments from the public will be recorded and 
transcribed.

Public Hearing Schedule:
November 10, 2014, Monday		  Nenahenzad Chapter House		  [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
November 12, 2014, Wednesday		  Crownpoint DSR Office			   [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
November 13, 2014, Thursday		  Pueblo Pintado Chapter House		  [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
November 14, 2014, Friday			  Church Rock Chapter House		  [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
November 17, 2014, Monday		  St. Michaels Chapter House		  [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
November 18, 2014, Tuesday		  Pinon Chapter House			   [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
November 19, 2014, Wednesday		  Chinle Chapter House			   [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
November 21, 2014, Friday			  Dilkon Chapter House			   [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
December 2, 2014, Tuesday			  Lechee Chapter House			   [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
December 3, 2014, Wednesday		  Tuba City Chapter House			  *[1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.]
December 4, 2014, Thursday		  Mexican Water Chapter House		  [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]
December 5, 2014, Friday			   Aneth Chapter House			   [10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.]

Written public comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 31, 2014. Please address all comments to 
the DSR. Comments can be sent by e-mail to delilah.goodluck@nntanf.org or by mail to P.O. Box 2279, Window Rock, AZ, 86515. 
To obtain a .pdf copy of the proposed TFAP, please visit our website at www.nnpsr.navajo-nsn.gov.

Public Hearings are scheduled throughout the day beginning at 10:00 a.m. and ending at 3:00 p.m., *unless 
otherwise noted. Call your local DSR office for more information or for your local Public Hearing start times. 
Chinle, AZ: (866) 700-5175; Crownpoint, NM: (866) 784-1694; Fort Defiance, AZ: (866) 860-9549; 
Greasewood, AZ: (928) 654-3910; Gallup, NM: (866) 704-6940; Kayenta, AZ: (928) 697-5660; 
Shiprock, NM: (866) 309-0346; Tuba City, AZ: (866) 731-7015.

###



President Shelly provides tribal employees four hours leave to vote

Navajo Nation President Ben Shelly signed a memorandum to allow tribal employees four hours of administrative leave to vote during the general election on 
Nov. 4. He encouraged all to have a safe and respectful election day. (Photo by Rick Abasta)

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz.—Navajo Nation tribal employees have four hours of administrative leave to vote in the 
general election on Nov. 4.

“Navajo Nation employees, permanent and temporary, are allowed four hours of administrative leave to vote in 
the primary election,” President Shelly said. “Let us have a safe and respectful election day to vote in our new 
leaders.”

Emergency and on-call personnel must make arrangements with their immediate supervisors prior to being 
excused to vote.

The time off for voting is in accordance with the Navajo Nation Personnel Policies Manual.
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